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To the Chriſtian Reader; 


RraDeER, 


—— 


EM He nature of man is prone tobe inquiſt- 
Y\l1tsve after newes,eſpecially in theſe unſet- 
w Filled, diftrated times amongſt us, it s a 

EY great part of the emploiment of people and 
Stakes up much of theer time, as if Lon- 


RC ————= don, were Athens,and the people thereof AR.17-21. : 


Athenians, (who ſpent their time in Hothing elſe : 
but either to tell, or to heare ſome newes.) Azd yet 
tbe news wee beare is ſometemes bad, ſomeremes uncertain, 
and many times falſe. Drvert thy thoughts awhile from 
earthly things , and inthis enſuing Treatiſe thou ſhalt 
heare , what newes fromheaven 1n the Goſpel, The Law 
indeed brings us tidings : but it is like the meſſage of 
Ehud, to Eglon, 2t brings adagger with it that ſtabs 
mortally : but the ridings of the Goſpel is like th1t mrſſage 
of the young Prophet to Jehu, to make him a King, 
There is. nothing truly terrible, but the Goſpel brings : 
tidings of our freedome from it, (if we be belie):rs) nor 
nothing truly amiable, but it tells us of oar tntereſt in it, 
How welcome to a poore capttue is newes of aelryerance 
from ſlaverie > The Goſpel brings us tidings of our delt- 
verance from fin, Satan, death, hell, from wrath, aud 
damnation , #t tells :# of cighes, and glory, and King- 
domes, 4nd Crownes, and whitſozver may ſatisfie the 
Capaceous ſoule of man. 
God bath appointed different conditions for men, and 
Angels , the «Angels that ftood they are ſo confirmsd that 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


they carnot fall , the Angels that fell they are determined 
abies pcevaead wrath that rbey tannot riſe, but God from 
everlaſting in bu love, and mercy had appointed that yal. 
len mas ſhud havea wah of yerovery, as. a\board after 
ſbipw)acke, whereby he might come ſafe to the ſhore. Ard 
God t42 time was pleaſette come out of his badger eternity, 
anA'to ziſrover this love of his to the world; amd hath ſen; 
his Sox topubchaſe it, and bis Spirit to apply 4t', andhys 
ſervants totell (not this, or that perticuler man) but all 
Ma 28-19 Nations , that whoſoeyer believeth in Jeſus Chrilt 
a5. hall have everlaſting lifeztb1x Hoſe ridkngs 256ronghs 
by the Goſpel, . © ES oak 

«And lit none ſay this newes is to goodto be true, for 
God who is tru: it ſelfe (as it were on purpoſe) to antic- 

ate the 1hfT-lity of man, hats ſaid it, and \worne itand 

Filed it with the »lood of bis deare Son,that-we might 

Heb. 6.8, have ſtrong conſolation ; and bath made this fabrick 
' of the world tobe as aſiage toaft the redemption of his pec-- 

ple on, which being finiſkea, it ſhall 28 ro more. | 


It ſhould tir as up to lave, and bleſſe the Father, an his 
Son Feſus Thrift, and the holy Sptrit , and to emorace the 
Meſſenzers that bring thoſe glud tidings,to account their 
very feet beautifull, the meaneſt part of the body, and up- 
0 the motitaines, the barren.places of the earth. And 1 
doubt not but many poore ſoulrs can from expericnce þleſje 
God for the worthy Authour 43 thoſe barren mou ataraes, 
where he coxverſeth, and elſe where, azd ſay of him as Da-. 
videt Abimiar, he isa good man, andbringeth good 
2 pu Ie, ridifgs.Thounh others berng hardened ipat at ſuch {rghts, 
id and labour to extinguiſh, wh God in juſt judgment mill 

cauſe to fumble, and fall, andlie downe it. eternal dark 
raſfe, But I ſhall detaine thee no longer from the theapork; 
Bus chimnend it. and thee to Gods bleſSimg, and veſt. © 

o Thine in the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
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A. bee. ſaid unto them - gory ovate wi the world, and 
preach the Goſpeſto: euny eras 4 | 


S—== Ou may'eafily enderfiati@ wins ſpake- 
» J4-thefe words, arid ro whomthey were 
1 fpoken, 'In-theſe words, bur Lord 
Fg Jeſus ChrMt after his reſarre&ion, 
£6) when he had all power in Heaven, and 
EX» Earth given to him,he ſends forth his 
Apoſtles to Preach; and he bids they Goz#nto all' the 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every creatire. This was 
their Commiſſion they wereto have now,to go preach 3 
the Goſpel ; Indeed they had a Commiſſion before, a 
bur it wavonlyvo the Jews; andit was? little, bur'by | 
ſptrts : but now'C hrbftavas riſeefron the Yeatd atid 
had received alÞpower in MeavefianTEarth,! he ends ; 
them forgoodantull (aSit Were) he gives them'a full E 
and anon - "303% G ve 900 ents ill rheworld, 4 


_—_— 


TT 


 Thewords opened. 


and preach the Goſpel to every creature, 


The words Before I come to the Leſſon that I mean. to: inſiſt 


_ opened. 


Goſpel 
what 
meant by 
Ly 


allo, there was the curſe upon the Serpent, and upon. 


upon,there are two things here in the words that muſt 
be opened,that you may ſee the foundation,or ground 
of this Lefſon; And that is, | 

| Firſt, what is meant by Goſpe/ * Goe, aud preach the 
Goſpel. Rs " RES, ___ Y a EE yu 

Thea, what. is meant by creature ? Goe preach-zhe 
Goſpel ro every creature, © well = 

For the firſt, what is meant by Goſpel ?: I will not 

ſtand upon the ſeverall acceptations of it, onely you 
may underſtand that both in the Scripture language, - 
and alſo among the Heathen, Goſpel hath been taken 
for Glad tidings,good newes in generall; any Good newer, 
or Glad tidsngs have beencalled Goſpel; So the Greek 
word figrifies, 'ſo fame. conceive rhe: Eng!:ſb ' words . 
Godſpel, being old £ngleſh;fegnities Goſpel; that is, good 
ſpeech, good nrewes, good bearing, good tidings : but in 
2 peculiar. ſenſe in Scripture it istaken for that Good 
tidings of grace; and/alvation by Jeſus Chriſt. And ſo, 
inthis ſenſe weread of tin the old Teftament,andin 
the new... In the old. Teſtament, you-ſhall read in Hes, 
4-3: that our Fathers they had the Gyſpe/ as well as we: 
but (Beloved) you are to take notice;that though our 
Fathers had.the Goſpel, that'is, theglad tidings of life. 
and ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift, from:eAdum, from the 
beginning of the world, yet they had it but dimly, and 
darkly ; and they had it mixed witha great deale of 
Lgw,agreatdealc of bad tidings\(as I may ſpeak) they. 
had a little good newes with a-great; deale of bad. So 
eAdam had a little good tidings The ſeed of the woman: 
ſhall bruiſe the Serpeats bead ; and there was bad tidings- 
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\ ag: well asthe other did good; for you know t 
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- The words opened. | 


—— 


thewoman,8 the manzrthe woman ſhould bring forth 
'in paine,the man muſt eat his bread in the ſweat of his 
'browes ;' Andfo inall the old Teſtament, there was a 
little Goſpel in the Prophecies, and Goſpe/1n the ſacri- 
fices, and Goſpel in the viſions, but abundance of /aw 
mirgled with this Goſpe/; theiane;ſpake ſad, tidgngs, 


-» 


 ſpakercavJes{and deranation tg thofethiat.in every point 

did not obſerve it : But in the new Teſtament, eſpe- 
cially after the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, when he 
went up.to- Heaven, we read that there;was-perfe& 
Goſpelor only good newes, and g/zd tidings for the ad 
newes was now all gone: And:fo it is tobe underftoad 
here, Goe preach the Gofper.  Asif he ſhould fay, I doe 
not (my diſciples )bid you goe andgive them now goog 
newes,:anid then 'b2g, to'gtve themia /zttlgot- the Law, 
and aline of Goſpel but goe preach the Goſpel emphar 
tically, thatis, meerly, purely Goſpel; for now Chriſt 
is riſen from the'dead, and now the Goſpel.in the pu- 
_ , and fimplicity is ere&ed, Gae: preach. the Goſ- 
[To everycreature] What ſhould be the meaning of 
that £ We know that inthe Scripture language, cea- 


p Fr 


ture moſt uſually ſignifies not men bur beaſts, & things ir 


without life; as'in Rom; 8.:you: have it twice, or; thrice 


MY 
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Creature 


what 
meant by 


The creature gyoaneth x the beaſts, and che woods, and. 


every thing that God hath made , as being a name 


alſo are ſometimes called creatures. Now, what ſhould 
the meaning of this be, that now the Goſpel being to 
be purely, and fully, and compleatly ſer up, whether 
the Lord Jeſus would have them preach, and make 
ft B b. 2 known 


- ſomewhat too low for:men in the ordinary Scripture 
expreffion.” :Yet ſo:as it comprehends men -: for men 


 Thewords opened, 


known glad tidings to ali creatures, that is, that even 
the bruir beaſts, and rheſe creatures without /fe, that 
they ſhould have glad tidings , and good newes from 
the death and reſurre&tion ofthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Iwillnot averr that it is ſo, that that is the meaning of 
it: but ſurely (beloved) there is zo creatureunder hez- 
ven , but hath a great deale of glad tzdrngs, and good 
newt from the death and reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt: 
for we read Kom. 8, that the creature groenes, and' the 
creature exſpefs deliverance, and redemption, All theſe 
creatures by-finne are brought into flavery, and cer- 
tainly they ſhall partake of the /1bertie of the Sonnes of 
God: there is a redemption for them-out of ſlavery, as 
well as for men by the redemption of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : But what that ſhall be, or in what ſort I can- 
not determine. Now whether you will underſtand 
it ſo, that our Lord Chriſt meant not'men and wo- 
men only, but that by createre, the paore creatures that 
are without life, and bruit beaſts, and all might under- 
Genes andthe precions worth ofthis Goſpel, 
—_ Or take it more reſtrained as generally the godly 
ercatures. doe, that by creature here is meaatrhe Geptzles, in op- 
fitiontothe Fewzs:, forthey knew that they were to 
preachthe Goſpeito the Fewes, which they alſodid be- 
fore the reſurreion :- but now ſaath : Chriſt, Goe 
" preach che- Goſpel to every creature, That is, now I will 
have nodiitin&ion of perfons, I doc not now ſay,take 
heed of the way of the Samaritans : but goe which way you 
will, goe to the Ge»teles, eo Sraners, to any men',; or 
women that ynu can call ereatures, Scrthians, Barbart- 
r114n, bond or free, g0e and preach the Goſpel to them, 
bring them gla1 tidings,and newes, that [eſus Chridt 
hath broughc {feel grace, 86 ſafvation freely for nn. 
hag © 
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That this is the meaning,compare it with ſarc28. 
Eg. Goe therefore, teach all rations baptizing them: 1u the 
name of the father, and of the Son,aud of the boly Ghoſt. 
Here ir is, goe preach to every creature, there itis goe 
reach a/l nations, I will have no partition, or diſtinQi- 
on between them faith Chriſt. I gave you leave, and 
often bid youteach the Fewes before :: but now goe 
teach the Geztiles , for the world was then divided 1n- 
to thoſe two parts, Fewes, and Gentz/es, goe teach the 
Gentiles, goe teach every creature. | | 

But ſome may ſay; Why doth not our Lord then Ueft- 
ſay, goe teach the Gextzles as well as the Few? Why 
doth he call them creatures £ 

I anſwer, it is not an ordinary expreſſion to call An 
men creatures in the Scripture : But the reaſon (as I Ferries 
conceive)is this,becauſe the Gerntzleswere great ſinners o Ganen... © 

and the greateſt of ſinners. And that you ſhall ſee : 
clearly in divers places, as in Afat. 5. where Chriſt 
forbids us totake care for to-morrow, what weſhall ear, 
and what we ſhall drink , why? for (Gith he) after theſe 
things the Gentiles ſeek;that is, the worſt of ſinners, 
and we muſt not be like them. So in Ephſ.4.the Apoſtl 
would not have them darkned in therr underſtandings, 
and walk as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of ther 
mindes, Soint Pet. }. It isan ordinary expreſſion mm. 
Scripture , where great {inners are: ſpoken of, either. 
they arecalied Geztiles, orelſe compared to Gentoirs , | 
Col. 2. Are wee not Fews, and not ſinners.of the Gentiles 2 
that is,the Gentzleswerethe greateſt ſinners that weres 
now they being the greateſt ſinners , the Lordi calls 
them creatures, and not men: becauſe it is an ordinaty. 
expreffion in Scripture to call wi#he people beaſts 22 
ther than mer, Iſazab- ir, rheyare calle T Beures | aft” 
3 3 308 VFotves,. 
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- — W The Goſpel brings good 'mewes. | 


V'rolves,and Tigers,and Foxes,and Doggs,and Bulls,gyc, 
So in*Hoſ. 1. compared with 1 Pet. 13. Tos that were 

n0t a people (airh Peter, bath God made bis people, They 

were nota people; Godwill not ordinarily vouchſafe 

wicked menand women the name of people : but they 
were -a0t a peoples: \V hat were they then f 'They were 

. Dogs tor f {tb inejje, Foxes for cunneng, Tigers for cruelty, 

and Beazes, and fuch kind of creatures, . Therefote the 

Fems were called the people ofthe Lord, not onely to 
diftinguiſh them trom others : but they were called 

the people of God, as we ſee in Exodus , it-was a privi- 

ledge to be accouttted a people firſt, and'then the people 

of” the Lord, Therefore the Lard Jeſus 'becauſe.hee 

would not have his Diſciples make any exception, hee 

calls them creatures; as if he ſhould ſay my Diſciples, 

-though they be ſo ſinful that according to the ordina- 
ry Scripture language you- cannot call themmez, and 

women, Or people, yet they are creatures, and goe preach 

the Goſpel to every creature,goto the Gentiles, the great- 

eſt ſinners in the world, whom I will not vonchſafe to 

call-a people , yet they are creatures , goe preach the 

_ Goſpel to them. So that now Il am come to the leſſon 

which we are to obſerve, and that is this; 

That the. Minifterie of. the Goſpel (eſpecially after 

" ,—F the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt ) Contarnes nothing 
ſtery of Gut glad tidings , and good newes even to the worſi of 
he Go- ſinners. | | 

—] Creatures that were fo bad that they could not be 
_ called: men and women, yet-ſaith Chriſt, goe preach 
Lets EDECoſpe,,pureGeſpelgladriaingstothem.l ſay the Mini- 
 theworſt ftery of the Goſpel it it be rightly diſpenſed doth not 
okfiuecrs. containea tittle in it but perte& good newes, and glad 


tidipgs to the heart of the worſt of ſinners, For this is 
the 
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The Goſpel brings good ewes. 


the proper difference between the Law and the Goſpel, 


The Law ſpeaks good newes but only to the r7ghteous, 


if thou doe well thou ſhalt be rewarded, if thou fulfill the 


contrary , the proper obje& ofall the good that the 


Goſpel brings , it 1s toa man quatizwas a ſinner, not 
as a regenerate man, and a 7!ghteous man, and a humble 

Bac as a finner. And here 1s the excellency..of 
the Goſpel, themore ſinfullany man is,the more ſu- 
z«ble this Goſpel is to him, the more ſix abounds, grace 


man, 


abounds much more ; therefore you (hall read Roam 


”. « 


the that had the benefir of the Golpel they ar 


chiefe of ſinners, 1 Tim.1.9. Soto;cnemies, aliens, 
ſtrangers, loſt people, unrighteous,, ungodly ,and:the: 
like; the Goſpel brings perfe& good newes, and glad. 
ricinge of life , and grace , and ſalvation by, Jeſus. 
Chrift. Eh RP 


Now this in ſome meaſure you know, but this that I. 
tell you I feare you doe not know, that the Miniſtery, 


of the Goſpel it is only good newes, there is not one 


word of bad newes, not one line, not one fillable. » OT nothing 


tittle, but only,glad tidings, ſweet, and good newes to bur good 
keſ | newesnow 
n the Go- 


Chriſt went. to Heaven there was ſome Go(pzl., but . 


there was much Law ; and as our Lord Chriſt was a.. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel,ſo he was of the cexrcumecrfron, 


the heart of the worſt of finners. Therefore to, ſhew 
you this truth a little more fully ; Before: our. Lord. 


as the Apoftle calls him, I mean before his reſurre&i- 
on; yet It is ſaidin Lu, 4.herook tbe booke” of Iſaiah 


— — —_ | 


Difference 
berween ” 
== the Law 
Law thou ſhalt have /zfe, the Law ſpeakes well to' a andthe 
man quatizu as a righteous man: but the Goſpel quite G*/p*! 


- Yb 1,01 7 TOM called: 
ungdadly, he that juſtifieth the ungodly. They are called: 
aliens Epbeſ. 2. they are called firangers and. enemees,, 
and men without firength, Rom. 5.they are called the 
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tothe worſt of ſin ners. i 
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(and ſome think this was the firſt Sermon that ever 
he made) and he rcad this place and opened it. to the 
people. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe hee 
bath anointed metoprearh the Goſpeltothepoore; be bath 
Jext-me #&heale the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the Capteves, torerover ſight tothe bitnde, to ſet at liberty 
them that arebruiſed, topreach the acceptable yeare of the 
Lord, &c., Beloved, there ts nothing in all thisbat on- 
ly good newes, glad tidings ; as that thapoore ſhopld 


| have falvation by Chriſt, that the &rokewhearted ſhonld 


Heb.12. 
x8. 19.&c. 
opened. 


be healed, that the Captives ſhould be delzwered, that the 
bhinde ſhonld recerve therr ſight,and that them. that. are, 
bruiſed (hould be ſet at liberty, and them that are {aver 
ſhould have the yeare of Fabilee, the acteptable.yeare of 
the Lord; there is nota tittle in all this but only good 
newes, and glad tidings, > 2 I 

Take another place , and that is Heb. v2. 18, there - 
you ſhall have the difference between the'o/d Teſtament 
and the zew, or between the Law and the. Goſpel (if I. 
may ſo ſpeak) the Law ; that is, the adminiſtration of 


_ the Goſpel in the time of the Law, where there was-a 


little gogd newes, but mingled witha world of bad, and. 
terrible newes. Yee are zot come unto the mount that 
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto black- 
neſſe,and darkneſſe,and tempeſt,and the ſound of a Trumpet, . 
and rhe woyce of words, which they that beard entreated that - 
the word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any more. Poy they 
could not endure that which was commanded : And if (6. 
mach as a beaſt touch the mountaine it ſhall be ſtoned or 
thruff rg with a derr. Here is nothing but whats : 
tevyibte, and ſad newes :.25 a mountaine.that-was ſp tor- 

rible that it might notbe touched ; when Gad did.. 
give his Law upon mount Hoyeb, or mount Sina , ins ; 
| tnat 
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The Goſpel good newes. 
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that mountaine all burning with fire If we ſee a houſe 
burning with fire it is terrible : but to ſee a mounrarne 
all over burning with fire, and with blackneſfſe, and 
darkneſſe, and tempeſt too! A firethough it be ter- 
 Tible yet there is ſomewhat comfortable,becauſe there 
is light : but that fire was frill of blackneſs and 'dark- 
neſſe, and darknefle is a ſad thing. And there was tem- 
peſt, and lightning , and thunder, and a woyce of words, a 
voyce ofterrible words, that bid them doe ſuch and 
\uch things that they had no power to doe, and yet 
they muſt doe them, or be damned. It was tefrible, in 
ſo much that Moſes himſelf,that uſed to ſee God, fare 
toface,ſaid, [ quake exceedingly : and if a beaſt touch the 
hill he myſt be Roned to death,or thruſt through with 
a dart. Here was nothing but terrible obje&s 'in the 
adminiſtration of the o/4 Teſtament, in the eiving of 
the Law pon mount Sear: Bur come to the new 
Teſtameit, of the Goſpel as it is ſet up ſince Chriſt 
went.tothe boly of holies ,after his reſurre&tion;' Tow 
are: coms now to mount Ston , and that was a [pleaſant 
place, if you take ir according to the letter it was 'the 
pleaſanteſt place about Jeruſalem. And you are come to 
. the Ctcy of the living God, to the heavenly Jeruſalem.” And, 
what a beautifull thing that is, you may read in :Revel, 
20,.and_ 21. 2 City with 12 gates, and every'gate-a 
' whole pzarle. And to innumerable companies of «Angels. 
Whether that be meant, that now,in tbe times of the 
Goſpel, God ſends out Angels ro miniſter tothe Saints 
more. frequently, or d:l:gently than formerly; 'or as 
moſt men- underſtand it , Te are now come to a myrd of 
eAngels, or toan innumerable coinpany of Angels, - 
that is, ye are come to an eſtate by Chriſt in the Go- 
ſpel, wherein you are atleaſt equall with Angels. And 
: C Cc | you 


Tathe mort of ſinners. 


you are come tothe gezerall aſsembly,and Charch of the 
firſt hornezas if he ſhould ſay,you are come toa Church 
where all arc Patrtarches, for the Patriarches were the 
firſt borne heretofore ; Atrabam, and 7ſaac, and Jacob, 
and they were honourable men. Every Saint in the 
time of the Goſpel is in as honourable , and glorious a 
condition as any Patrzarchy you are not come to a 
Church of 9r47zary Saints, but to the Church of the 


#jatar. of the new Covexapt, ax to the Blood of ſprinkling 
You are come to ſuch an-eftate, and to.ſfuch a Tefta- 


bat alway for grace, and mercy. from his father to you, 
Yau-ſee in the adminiſtration af the Vew Teftame 
- @t-of the Goſpel, there is.not one ſi/{able, of titthe, but 
what-is amiable,ang ſweet, and comfortable even vo the = 
worſe of ſinners. Andthercfore the Spouſe in the (an- 
ticles, ſpeaking of Chriſt (as I ſuppoſe) ſhe commends - 
Jeſus Chi from the crowns of the head tothe 


DI) 


Mans bop condition diſeevern, 


of. £,the ifootas all beautifall,and ansable,and then ſhe 
ſhamnes upalt , Thas art all.fuiremy love, there 15 #0 ſpot 
1s thee. Jeſus Chriſt in,the-vaw Teftement, or Mini- 
tery of the Goſpel is all faire, altogether ameable even 
to the worſt of ſinners, there is zo ſpot in him, So you 
have thi Leffon breitly. 


* Nowthatwhich with the help of God Lwill further er 1. 


doe ,is to give you a.weiw of the ſumme of the whole 1, 
Gofpel in. particular,thatſo you may look upon evety 
peice of it, and you ſhallſce that there is not a jot 
from the beginning tothe end, but it brings glad ts 
dings tothe worſt of ſinners. | 


* Firſt of all' you may take -notics that the Goſpel The Go- 


doth hoid forth to ſinners their. loft mrercbed condition 


they are in; In the Goſpel poore finners come to ——_ 
learne what a damnadble wretched condition they are in; condition 


whereas men witheat it think they are well, they doe 
no body hurt , they give to the poore, and tend and the 
like,and yetthey are going the 5r04d wajto deſtruction. 
Now «ve ſee not only by Scripturebut by.expertence 
the Goſpel tells them they /aradged.1>ſin., thatithey are 
Sides, of wrath, that they are «dey bop enſa of God go- 
Ing the broad wayto hell. 

. But you will fay.; is chat good __— 2omanto | 
heare the Preacher ſay he is in a-damnet cand:riony, | 
anda <h4/4 of wrath, 8c. 

. Beloved, it-is- ſweer and good newes.;'tfthe Preadts 
ex ſhould. make'thee a domed creature;, ar deddimfih 

Me Exe bad.newes : butwhen the Goſpetbrimgs thee 
bt-to ſee that ho art bas errors _ | 


<6. we wy = 
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Wrong wayes to ſatvation drſcovered. 


— — 


2. The 


wrong . 
- wayes an 
Mmeancs 

that men 
uſe for fa 


vation. 


A Inn A 


there is no man, or woman inthis place that belongs 


to God, bur they can blefſe God, and his*Son 'Fefus 
Chriſt that by the Goſpel the Lord hath'diſcovere# to 
them their wretched condition that they were naturally 


in. That is one thing. 


A ſecond inſtance is this, that the Goſpel holds 


4 forth to ſinners, all the wrong wayes that they goe, and 


all the wrong meanes that they uſe to ſavetheir ſoules; 


\_ this is by the light of the Goſpel. Man naturally ts et- 


ther dead in fin, or aſleep ; or if he be a little awaked , he 
takes a thouſand wayes to goe to beaver, and nornie of 
them Gods way , none of them the right way. Every 
caraall man ſometime or other, hath ſome de/igne in 
his head to ſave his foule : oxe man thinks to doe it by 


(('his equity, and juſtice in his dealing, and trading; ano- 


ther by his hoſpitality, and charity to the poore, another 
by hearing of Sermons, and performing of duties ,as in 
the time of Poperic how many yeares did they ſpend, 
& ſpent their ſtrengrh and time, and their money, and 
when all came'to all, all was loſt; all their ways 
were the wrong way to Heaven. Now, the light 
of the Goſpel diſcovers al! theſe falſe wayes ,- and 
ſhewes that you will come ſhort of the glory of God, 
and the ſalvation of your ſoules ; and will con- 
vince you that' There is 0 Name under heaven by which 


you can be ſaved, but only the Name of the Dord Jeſus 


Chrift, Conſider, is not this good newes that God 
ſhould come firſt by the Miniſtery of the Goſpel, and 
ſhew thee thy wretched condition ; and then when thou 
haſt ſpent thy time, and ſtrength in wa be 


reconcaled to God, and to ſeve thy ſoule, the Goſpel 
comesand diſcoversalltheſe that thou maieſt go ſeek 
_w__- TITER 


— m—oowrgan _. 


Thirdly, | 


We . Gods Jawe to ſinners diſcovered, 15 


> 


_ 


Thridly, the Gofpel holds forthto poore ſinners 3. It holds 
that there is a.lyve., an eter=all love, an,znfinite love. in — o 
Gods breaſt; to' poore finriers before ever the world cr. 
was made. :You' know: tn reaſon a;man would think 
that God ſhouldbareſuch a oneasT am, God foreſaw 
what acreature I would be when I was borne, and how 


I havelived ;. and reaſon would think that /pvgſhould 


proceed from:ſomething' 9/44 in-the.object. thar 
{houTd. produce love; Tome Seautse, or bountie) as w 
ſay: but God fees me to be wicked, and ſinfull; and 


(is 


love to me 6, | bY 6 4: von 
Then fourthly, the Goſpel holds forth toa finner, 4 Gods 


love fruit- - 


that as God hadan infinite love-towards him;ſoir, was 
not a cold ove thatended in nothing: bur our of this 
love God would fend his Son Jeſus Chriſt into the 
world to ſave fingers ; This is one maine principle of 

C C 3. the . 


Tg __ __ _ "Retthipthon'Vy Chriſt difeworyd, 
- the Goſpel, thatthe tarher our ofhis love fenc his 
_: Own Son, tharwas rhe rar his perfon-;rhe Son 

of his love;#id detight into rhisworkd; to: tag downe 

' bis life, 21d todietor Fnners: 2 Wertiit not for the 

Miniſtery of the Gofpel we conld never know this: - 
how could we know but by the Goſpel thatthe Lord 
Jeſas Chrift did:come to diero fave finners/?! 5o:God 


"oe 


Es 


leved the world, that beg ave by only begotten $on,1hat bs 

 tbat believes tn him ſhould notperſh , but have everlaſting 

5. Chrift Fiftly, breifly (for doe but give you a few touches 
werkre. Of inſtances) it Holds'our'ro' us that'as the Pather'on: 
demptien, Of Þis;love fe:t his Son; ſorrhat Jefus Chrift a@nally , 


% 


and really iscome into:the world;and took our nature 


upon_hing_[ez/e and. Seay, andthe infirmities of both, 
3 and fatictifred our nature'chat he took, and 'twrhat na- 
3 tare berame-our Ser, /Pubict-pertan fobus our 


Advocate; yſecond <A4i#m.'” Thurhe was conceived, 
and born ofthe Virgen ; and thar he livedhere, and 
fo did the will of God, and falfilted his Law'y and con- 
verfed- manyyceares amonugmen,andthatrherein while 
he did fo; tte gave us niany blefed experiments of his 
love , and mercy to poorefſitmers,enthealing the '(ick, 
ingiving ſightto thedlinde, itir4ifing the dead. And 
while he converfed attiongmenzhe ranght, and -diſce- 


s 


vered in a greatme#fare rhe myRieryes obftiis Pathets 
counfclls rous/thateſfewe could never havelknown, 
and gave us a holy patterne, and example'of life ;-m 
tumuliry; and patience,and deHigence, and prayer; and 
thackMlneſſe:- AN Theft things 'are:gontt” gewes?, 
and 'glad ridings'to/poore firitiers ; every part2of 
them. 2:12] tne id beck 3 now Folk oyo! 

"Then the /Gofpe MePigns,that this LordFefus OM 


afror 


 Y W444 


5 a ES | bed 5 I 
| > he. had walked among.,m o for m3ny yeares fo- 5 

gether , Fat Neal as a Publick ton Ed ſe Rong 
"dam, and, got Surety, be id oy dawne his life, and; + 
die for Eh mY WT) 214" 
But You will ſay, Where is the good newes from 
that £ Hence it is that oore finners axe re: itled to 
God, they are made Fiend 2nds with God. Hence it js 1s 
that poore ſinners are Tedecracd from all their ene- 
mies, a, and death, and wrath, and | curſe, and bell; all 
wc by the death of the the Lord Jeſus are r are remo- 
ved. 

' Then the Goſpel tolls you: that Jeſs Chriſt, as bee 
died for our fins, ſo be roſe againe for 999 joſleation he 
roſe againe from the dead the third day,whereb Y Fong 
fi inners are affured that they are juſkif ed an 
from allchert fins, and whereby the) 
here, and their foules and bod ics hk 
hereafter with Chriſt, andwhereby t they ſhall riſe 
of allafliions'alſo'in dye rim; 'For Rk 2 efqrre&j- 
on of Chriſt is the grountof © ol tremor 
affligions in this world 3, and eyery itt oth. 2 
is 'glad Tridjngy'; p "and," gpod. REWEs to Þo: tn  H_ 
ners. ' 

Then the G @l tells: ou rhgr afrer tris cfabreit. 
on* he Converted It T6 ples, an hf with'the ——_ with 
wort, and <> Yet ave ND Pp from vite lis diſcipls 
mount:ine to ahother, fromone Torrie to - conan 
for a few dayes after, ang thereh Tag eman 
ous Prayers to Ins Fathier for thi ' a1n#P rod rg, 
fhoald believe ih bi {; 'angthere he: 
ons, and* dire&tions” hdx'they Thothd* otdet 


7. Be roaſe 


Mt rife to 


by * 


J] C 


Churches of God, and Preach the Goſpetro the end 
ofthe world, = > 991.:q9 YIDAOI 


? 
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I 5 : Gopel diſcoveries, 


i; And then you know the. Goſpel rells us that he went 
God inco yp. into. beater, and from heaveti, as ſoone as he came 
caren- there, he ſent bis holy Spirit to us to unite vs to 
Chriſt, to be our Intelligencer, to make known the 
heart of Chriſt to us, to lead us into all truth,to comfort 
us if all diftreſſes, and to make interceſſion in us till 
we COmeto heaven,where Bis. - *© 
a. And the Goſpel tells us this good newes chat when 
ecdes for he went to heaven he made way for poore ſinners to 
an come there, ard that there he intercedes for us, and 
there. ſuccours us ,, and pities us when we. are inthe 
fleſhas hewas once. © 
| Fg Then the Goſpel tells us that i 19 due time he will 
—_—_— come againe from heaven as. he went , and bring 
4 Sons: with bim, PA 58pally ſubdue all-his peop tes 
;es, 2nd givethem the; AE, glory thar he. _ 
nd they (hall Te with God foreveras he is; he 
will come and take poore finners- to. himſelfe, that 
they. ſhall. be. where AS is 30d a he is, world. without 


12. Gods | bc Golpet tells you morepyer charal this yy : 


Corraane, nd grace, and mercy, and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 


here, and inHeaven,it 1s all mage ſureto;us by an ever- 
lifteng Covenant, fare pere? ine every point, as Dvd 
faith, And this gov Yn is leale d wit the bload,of 
the Teſtator, the Lor, Jeſus, that it might be ſure: and 
he hath alſoſent FW and Teachers to make known 
.his, Goſpel ;. an % hath given the ſeale of the Lords 
Supper, and Ba tilme to.confirme this Goſpel. Put 
all CE and Wea the firſt to the laſt; you ſhall not 
| findein the Hzpifery ofthe Goſpe/(if it be truely,and 
' ſoundly opened) any fillable but what is wholeſome, 
- and comfortable, and ſweet and glad tidings ro the _ 
worſt finners. Only | 


* _ 
. W_ 5 
pthc, <2 a . 


< Gongrs' os ii 1 ON Io it ee GW OEM a at ae 094 6. F: 


Saints are hanourable. — +. -_ 


nit ag 4 . . vo Au” 4 73 ar T7 brew 44% ©3170 
Only, to cleare it more fully to you;there are ſome. 
 objeRions that you may make: (for Beloved ir were a 
happy thing if we did fully underſtand this Leſſon, 
and fully .believe it) thereforerhat it-may ſtnk into 
your hearts ,Lyill tell you all chat I £now.cap be faid 
againlt it. {4204 OR vÞ6”. | 


heare any thing 10 it of ho70ur, and wealth; we ſee peo, things. 


SY Y > of 


and the like, you know all thefe 
6 | 
D d 4 IN puſfe 


urs 


tho. 
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" Soints arebenourable, 


* 
- 


uffe of winde, when they are preſent : but they are 
atefull, and hate. one another oe they are goae,, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith. But'if a man receive Chriſt in the 
Miniſtery of the Goſpel, there is true hozour ; rhat js, 
ſuch a man will be reſpe&ed in the hearts of others , 
Not only inthe ejes of God, and godly men, bur inthe 
vearts of the wicked i for in their hearts they will ſay, 
ſuch a man is an honourable man, ſoch.a woman is an 
honourable woman,they will.not'do aty thing againſt 
their conſciehces, and diſobey Chriſt, they had rather 


% 


o - 


""die.! Betbved there: is more revfitie tothis' bonour; 


\ 


Angels 


Waite ON 


the Saints : 10 THe 1% Tera” : 
and ſomewhat better, you;ſha]l haye'them to waiteon 


Saints 
right to 
outward 


ahings. 


you ſhift be. Prindes, aud Kings, and Queenes. 7 © * 
And then, you ſhall bave :2##merabie rompanies of 
Angels,you ſhall-be'in as glorious a'condition as they, 
you. You con{ider nor this, becaufe you ferrle'yor 
your felves to ſearch ſpitituall priviiddgts ': you ſhall 
have ati' innumerable company of Azgels towaite on 
you, that is better than to be Lords, and Earler, that 
have an innumerable company of Swrareys, ang arity 
kards, and; whoremengers far their ferving men; thae'it 
were agreat deale more eaſe if they could Tpate them, 
ro be without them: but you ſhall have a company of 
Shirt, bed Angier dneth you; © 2 
' "And though the GoſgeT tell you hor of aupird 
riches, for Chriſt himſelfe, faith, The (Fees have bots, 
and the fouls of the arte have neſts: but the Son of Mat 
hath ot wherean to lay his bead.Yet the Goſpel tells you 
that' you have fo mticttifle r6 worldly thirigs, that 
Gedlineſſe bath the promiſe of this life, and of that which is 
tocome. And that God will bea Sun; andaſhield to thoſe 
that feare bim,and be will wathboldfrom them nothing that 
;s good. not that ridings enongh of richesang wealth, 
MS noopr ng ART th, 4P,11 9516 Ot TO 
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when God will withhold nothing thatis good; God 

will give food, and raiment, they have it by promiſe; 

wicked- men” have it by providence, 2s the dogs, and 

fowles, have it. 'Therefore, tor all thar objedtion this 

truth runs cleare. : dE 
But ſecondly, another will ſay, the Goſpel indeed ojee. 

brings tidings of Chrift, and {alvatiop, bur it brings tj- TheGo- 

dings alſo of afflifiioxs, and perſecutions: the. Goſpel Felbring* 

faith, whoſoever will live godly 17 Chriſt Feſus ſhall {uffer rs roo 

perſecution, And Chritt ſaith, 7 come z0t to bring peace, - 

but a ſword, I come toſet the father againſt the ſonne, ana 

the ſon againſt the father & the mother againſt the daughter, 

and the daughter againft ber. mother, And faith the car- 

'nall heart } like not this newes, Ilove to be at peace 

- with God, andall theworld(as their phraſe is.) 

Concerning that, though it be rrue that the Goſpe/ . 4uſ. 
brings a/f{;#:0x5,yet it is true the Goſpel tells you thar 7-they are 
Hole lufferings of yours. Inthefirft place they, are ledges. 
previledges,the Goſpelrells your is a peice of your os wy 
pinefſe to have them, I Cor. 3. whether zt be Paul Or 
eApolto, or Cephas, or life, or death. Death, what is deaph. 2 
AMiStions are called death, IX death oft, that is, affli95- 
ons; they are but little deathes, and one great deathends 
all ; the greateſt death is a priviledge, your a/fl;#:ans, 
and povertze, and reproaches, will be a proviledge. How,ig. 
that? You have it inRo.S. They all work for good to them. 
hereafter; for faith the Apoſtle 2 Cor. 4. Theſe light 
affix #1pns that are.but or 4 moment, they work for 45,412 tx- 
ceedipy, excreding weight of glory, The, Englith word, 
_cantiot exprefle it; compire it with Rom.: 3. The. afs. * 
fluFtons that wee ſuffer, are not wortby to be compared with 1 
the z/ory which ſhall be "_ The Spirit of glory riſeth 
Dy Row 2 "4 03 


Aion! Privileages. 


ee ti 


0304. The Lord doth you good by it for the preſent, 
and it works for a (rowne of $1077 hereafter; For this is a 
, true faying, if we ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall rexgne with 
hm. Therefore though the Goſpel bring ſufferings 
with it, yet take them as the Goſpel expreſ=th them, 
they are ſweet, and good t14ings ; they arc priviledges to 
you, and will turne for your good bere,and your glory 
bereafcer.. © | 


2. They : * The Goſpel morcover tells you for your fuller ſatis- 
= wn faQion that the Lord will 1ay 0 mere upor you than you 
"© ave a3/e ta beare, And he wiilbe in. the. sfie#70z with 
you, ig the fire, and ta the water; the Lord Jefus will be 
R with you th-re,and in due timehe will make youa way 
togecr out, Beloved, put all together that the Goſpel 
ſpeakes of affl:t:ons, and ſufferings, conſtrue them tos» 
gether,& you.ſhall ſee that there 1s nothing in all that, 
but glad trdings, and good newes, _ 
BY ; I but- faith another, the Goſpe!, (if it be: Goſpel that 
x: 4 *-- we uſe ro.heare from pur Miniſters) it is not good 
| pel requi- ewes, for our Miniſters preach againit Dru-4ards,and 
res MED. TO FIPEATEYS, and whoremongers, and when I fwrare rhe Mi- 
- "niſfter ith I ſhall never goe-to Heaven ; And he faith 
the 'Goſpet will have a man.forſoke his ſizs ,and repent, 
" ahd thelike, this is not good newes : if is g00d newes 
that God will fave me, bur it is not good .newes that [. 
muſt /eave my ſizs, and all my wayes of pleaſure that I 
am-in.lt is good xewes that the Goſpel will have me ſaved 
but" it is not good xewes that the Goſpel will have- me a 
Puritan, and be purified,aud purged from my fins. | 
Concerning that, it is very; true that. though the. 
Goſpel ſpeak nor properly againſt druntards, and whore- 
mongers , and Swearers; yet the Goſpe/ ſaith that drwn- 
kards cialk leave their drupkenneſſe, and Sweerers, cyuſ 


 Auſw. 
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Porſaking of [in P rofitable. 


leave their ſwearrzg ; and the Goſpel calls' every man 
to repentance, from every ſin, yet not withſtanding that 
it is no bad newes. 
Firſt, take Chriſts Argument Mat.5. Doth thy right _ _. 
, <5 2 Tz ng 
_ eye offend thee?pul it out ana caji it from th:e,aoth thy right of gn pro-. 
hand offend thee?cut it off, a«d caſt it from thee, T hat is ficable. 
as ſome interpret it, there are ſome ſins that are as | 
pleaſant as the right eye, & as projitable as the right hand, 
and"thou wer't better to cut them off : why ſo ? /t #s 
better to goeto heaven with one eye, thax with two enes to £0 
tobell, and ct is better to goe to heaven with one band, than 
with twotogoe tobell, ]s it not good tidings whena man 
is taught to make agoodbargaine?is't not good tidings 
when the Goſpel tells a man he muſt ttitow away his 
ſinnes; and it 1s better tocroſle himſelfa little in his 
laſts and goeto heaven, than to goe luſts;and ſoul, and | 
body , _ all tohell? Is it not good newes, when a 
mans houſe1s on fire,1t one come and ſhew him how to 
ſave a peice # It is better than to have all burned. Now 
the Goſpel teacheth you to leavz fin, and it is gopd 
newes, \Vhy ? I will rel you, becauſe when the Goſpel. «. 
bids thee /-ave f7a, it puts in thee a zew nature that is 7% 
contrarie to ſin. to hate it morethan bell, and the De- :.- 
vill himſelf, and then if God bid-thee leave thy ns ,it.,,, oc 
is the beſt newes in theworld ; as for inſtance, there pl teach- 
_ are many men, and weomen [believe here, that if the <th to hate: 
Lord ſhould fay to them, as he did to Solomon, I will ON" 
give thee whatſoeter thou wouldeſt have in beaver, or 
earth , there are ſome in this place that wouli ſay, Q 
Lord I would /eave my pride, Iwould have a hnmble 
beart, and abeart that (hould-not love worldly things, 
and a beat that ſhould not be froward, and waſpsſh; If 
the Goſpel ſhould cave the heart as the Lay did , and 
erm De... —_— 
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Dutie required in the Goſpel bow. 


Object. 
The Go- 
{pel requi- 
reth dutie. 


Auſw. 
I. Not on 
paine of 
damnati- 
on | 


bid you throw away your ſinnes, and give no ſtrength 
fo doc it; if were bad rewes : bur if the Goſpeſgive you 
a new nature, to hate ſin, and when it bids you lenve, jr 
gives youpomwetto take it away; it 1s ſweet, and pleaſant 
Newes. 

Another objection that others may make is, that 
the Goſpe/ brings tzdings, that when we receive Chriſt, 
as wee muſt leave 7», ſo we muſt ſer on the doing of 
good, I muſt not be my owne Maſter, as the Miniſter 
faith , one while I muſt faſt, and another while I muſt 
pray, and teach my Ch:ldren,and my Familte,and this is a 
bard task, an endleſle work, I cannot beare it, to pray 
every morning, and evening &Cce. Fs 

I anſwer, this is good newes. Why ? becauſe in the 
firſt place, when the Goſpel tells you any ſuch thing 
the Goſpel doth not bid you doe them, or elſe you ſhall 
be damned, as the Law did : but the Goſpel fairh thus, 
thou poore druzkard, or thou proud woman, here is a 
gracious God that hath loved thee , and out of love 
hath ſent Jeſus Chrift to dre for thee, and hath ap- 
pointed his Miniſters to make it known to thee : and 
here is everlaſting redemption, and ſaluation by him, on- 
ly becauſe thou art a izxer, there is no other reaſonin 
the world; now thou arrTafe, free from damnatior, and 
hell, feare not that, that is gone, Cby:ft hath H:ed to re- 
concile thee to God, and'Chrift hath /ovedthee,, thete- 
fore obey him, if not thou ſhalt not be damead, that is 
done away alreadie; Indeed the Zaw faith , thou ſhalt 
be dined for not doing it +but farch Chrift, 'mi'the 
Goſpel, I have dred, and haveforgiuer thee thy ns, *rid 
if thou wilt be 2 P*Ulane, & not reſpe& my Father that 
harh Wpved thee, 2nd Ithathavedied forthee , ſo its: 
but ifrhouwiltobey'me, thou ſhaltbe a good ehilde, 
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Thus the Goſpe/ſpeaks; now there is no bad newes, for 
me to heare of my dutie, to heare that the Lord Jeſtis, 
Chriſt commands me, when I ſee my ſatuvatzoz ture, I 
worke not for /:fe,as thoſe under the Law, for the Law 
is a Voyce of words, it bids me doe this, or that, or I ſhal 
be damned; andifIwenta littleawrie, I ſhould loſe 
all my 1ibour ; no, 1 ſee my ſsluatios is ſafe, bell, and 
damnation are ſhut out of doores, God is my Farber, 
and I am his childe, 7am in an everlaſizag Covenant, 
there is nothing in Heaven, or Hell, ſhall be able to 
ſeparate me from the lout of God, Now 7 am redeemed 
from my enemies, and without feareas the Scripture faith, 
why ſhould 7 nor ſerve him, and ftudie to doe what he 
commands me £ WET 

Beſides, admit the Goſpel bids thee doe many things, 


the Goſpel alſo gives theepower to doetheme tis not , Theo. 
a voice of words as that on, Aroant $1xa1, Heb. x4 .thatas, fpelgives. 


words, that had a worce , but no power; than ſhalt doe 
thzs, and not that, but it gave no /{rexzth ,and the people 
were. 0t able tqbearethemard, forthey were bid:, not 
ro.commit adultery,not to ſwrare,nottoſtraiagndrhere 
was 10 ſtrength, but a voyce: But the woyce of the Gaſpel 
is a vVoyce of power, it is called The day of Gods power, the 
power of God to ſaluation ;, The. eArme of God, the 
ftrefgth of God. Therefore. whatſoever the Goſpe/ 
commands, it gives a {weet power to th2 heart to doe 
the ſame, and then iris no bad newes. Ifa man bid me 
pay a thouſand pounds for my neighbour, and give me 
a tbozſand pounds inmy-hand, it is £4/ze ro dope it. The: 
Goſpel. bids me deny.my ſelfe,and ſubdue my luſts;4f- it; 
did give na; pewer it were aterrible thing: os ifwich- 
all che Goſpe/ carry the Spirit of Chriſt into. the hearr 
and kill fz, and make meableto dezy myſclfe, then ir 
is. good newes. ” Beſides, 


power to 
do what it 


requireth, 


24 Paith required in the Gofpel. 


3. Goſpey Beſides, the dutzes that the Goſpe/bids me doe, they 
dutics tew are few for number, and eafze for nature ; and for the 
and eofie. £z/0f them, it is not for /ife, and ſalvation, that is ſafe, 
there is no danger of thatzandthere is a Sperz: to them 

And alſo there is a ſwezetneſſe in Gojpel obedience, that 

there is nothing on this fide g/szy, fo Plealing to the 

ſoule that hath believed, as o&e9zag of Feſus {brifl, Rog, 

6. Touhave your reward in bolines, Godly men ſay that 

this is the meaning of it, that ho/ineſs is a reward to ir 

ſelfe; the doing of go0d things Is a reward to it ſelfe, 

To ſay nothing of the reward hereafcer , that there is 7 

r. Cor. 15- Crowne of glory, your labour is not invaineinthe Lord, 
You that work for him : but the very doing of Goſpel 

dutie; with a Grſpel ſpirit, it is no other than meate,and 

drink. Our Lord Chriſt Fob. 4. when he was hazgrie, 

and thirftie, when hee was wearre ; one would have 

_ thought he might have done many things more plez- 

ſing, than to be teaching a fillie roman ; when they 

came with meate, hee would not leave that that he was 
doing, 7 have meate ({aith he) that you know not off; who' 
g2ve-it thee ſaid they ? Saith he, /t « my meate, and 

drink, to doe the will of hem that [tut me. So, when wee 

have the bezrt, andthe zature, and the ſpirit, of (briftit 

will be ſweeter than meate, and drink, out of /ove, to do 

any thing that Jeſus Chrift commands us. | 
Againe, it may be, ſame man will fay, the Geſpe/for 

the moſt part brings good newes : but there is one thing 

in the Goſpe/ that me thinks is no good #ewes to poore 

finners ; ſairh a poore-foule,'the Miniſters uſe to 
preach, and to tell me, that the Law fairh, doe this;"azd 

le; and the Miniſter tells me; that the Goſpel ſaith, 

believe, 8nd live , he ſaith that there ſhall be all happi- 
nefle, and good to me, if I Zelreve ; and ſaith'the ' poor” 

| | 2 fouls; 
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ſoule, for my part it is as poflible for me to keep the 
tew Commandments, as to belzeve, and'\the:Minifters 
ſay, that there is no good _ in the Goſpel that I can 
partake of except I believe; I would like. it-well but 
for that one thing, I would, but I cannot ve/zeve. 
To'anſwerthis, if the: Goſpel held forth-Chriſt, and 
ſalvation , upon believing (as many gft preach) it 
were little better tidings than the Law: for_it is as 
eaſie fora man of himſelfe to keep the tex ſomand- 
ments, by obeying , as to belzeve of himſelf, to have 
faith to receive Chrigt: Therefore, that is a miſun- 
derftanding, of the Goſpel, the Goſpel ſaith not_{x;zeg 
faith yith thee,and then; here 1s all grace,8& ſalvation z 
No, for whence ſhould I havefazth £ whatſoener is of 
the fleſb, is fleſh; and what is of me is fleſh, and abomi- 
nable to God; therefore the Goſpe/ expects not that 
any ſinner ſhould bring fazth, for he hath ir nor; nay, 
itis a ſi/ztoendeavour to have it of h:mſelfe : Bur rhe 
Goſpel as it brings ſalvation, fo it breeds farth in the 


Anſw. 
TheGol- 
pzl breeds 


faith. 


heart ofa ſinner... The ſame word that makes known 
ſalvation, the Tame word breeds, and begets faith in 


the heartto receive it. That God that gives bis almes 


to us; gives a purſe tocarty it: that God that gives 
Phyſick to.a poore {oule, will give a had to receive 
it. It weremtranpge if God ſhould expect faith from 
a poore'ſinner, whereas, for ought I know, and lear- 
ned men hold, that eAdam in innocencie had not the 
fatth that weare juſtified by ; and for ought I know 
the'eApgels in heaven bave it not; and whence ſhould 
a poore ſinner have it? It is God that grves repentance 
to Iſrael; and God 1s the author, and finiſher of our faith. 
Heb. 12. Andin Philip. x. 1t is grven to you to beli- 
eve. Therefore, when Theare of graceand glory, arid 

'T Ee | ſalva- 
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ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, I muſtinot conſider where 
I ſhall havea veſfel/co carry i: home, where I ſhall 
have'farth to receive it: but 1t carries the veſſel with ir, 
and I goc, and take the promiſe, and by the holy Spi. 
rit that ſame Goſpel that broughtthe grace will work 
faith, or elſe, it were as harſhas the Law. Therefore 
never- ſtand off about faith :for he 'that gives graze, 
and [{:tuatios, will work faith. | 
0557, Againe; it may be objeQted by ſome; wee confeſſe- 
Diſcipline that the Goſpel is g00d newes, and bleſſed be God ir is 
ane” performed alſo. But it ſeemes that there is in the 


VEernincente, 


- in the Go- Goſpel, or annexed to.it a dzſcip/zne, Or a government 


Ipcl. whereby wee ſhall be ruled;thus ſaith one, thus ſaith 
another ; and if we receive the woſpel of Chriſt, we 
muſt receive the Goverament of Chriſt ſay the Mini- 
ſers,and wee feare that will be no good newes to our 
poore ſoules.. 

4ſ. Two - As for that, in few words as I am able, I .confeſſe 

ve 2 (Beloved) thatin, or with the Goſpel of Chriſt, there 

fince is a Government, or there 1s 2 4:(czpizze, chat may (in a 

Clvit. ſenſeybecalled an exteraal/dufcipline over the Saints. 
or people of God. And it istruethat all the govern- 
ments thar have hetherto been'in the world, fince our 
Lord Chriſt went to heaven, men have: called them 
the Governments of the Goſpel, and fatherodzthem up- 
on Chriſt, and the Goſpe/: and truely if they'had been 
ſo indeed as men pretended, that is, if thoſe kind of 

governments that wee have had, had been-part of the 
Goſpel,ſurely rhan there had beena great deale of. 44d 
newes, and heave tidings inthe Gofpe/of Jeſus Chriſt. 
As for inſtance; There have been but two great go- 
vernments, or diſciplines (if I may uſe that word) in 
the world fGince our Lordwent to heaven, = W- 
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\ , if * 
The one was Papacte. ;* 
The other Epsſcopacy. 


Wee haye been governed either by the Pope that Popacie- 
tiled himſelf, the Sacceſſor of Peter, and the Romiſh Ep iſcop <cy. 


Governour, or by Eprſcopacy in latter yeares, in many 
parts; though Paprſirie made the greater ſtirr in the 
world. Now theſe two differ in degrees, otherwiſe 
they are of the ſame kinde. And if thefe were rhe 
government of Chriſt, and the d:ſcrpiine of the Goſpel, 
we may well ſay, there hath been ſad tidizgs, and 
heavie newes from the Goſpe/ for many yeares. Give 
me leave to inſtance ina few ſubſtanriall things in 
theſe two Governments, [INLET 

This was one thing that was in both theſe Govern- 
ments; The Minifters, (ſuch as they were, by what 
tirles ſoever they were ſtiled ;' for they had many 
forts) they took all the power of governeng, and g0- 
verament wholly, and ſolely intotheir owne hands ; 
they called themſelves the (burch of God; we muſt 
looke to the Church, that is, the Beſbops, to their 
lawes,&c. They called themfelves the'Clergze , that 


is, Gods znberitence, as the word in the Original fig-- 


nifies. True it is, there is a power, a ſweet Goſpel power 
in the Minifters, that is ſomewhat peculiar from the 
as. jo : Butto take all power into their owne hands; 
and to leave the people; and/calt them the /azty, 'the 
draſſe; the vulgar, to leave them as vaſſalls, and Iaves, 
and to call chemfelves, the Clergre, and-the Charch, 
and the:like: It this had been Chriſts drſcipline;there 
_ been ſome bard,and beawrie tidengs inthe Goſpel of 
LL rift, Þ 5 - ; ri 4 k 
Secondly, as they took this power into their hands, 


E e 2 CcOltrary 


Eviis in 


both go- 
yernments .. 


1. Concer- 
aing their 
pOWCr. - 


fo they «ſedthis power as Lords over Gods inheritance, 


- 
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2. Their contrary tothe command of Jeſus Chriſt 1 Pet, 5, 
LoSdlines . 7 ou ſal not Lord it oyer Gods tnbertiance, Now 


in two | | | prn——_— . 
things, you know they were Loras, that will appeare in two 


things. | 
I. I im FP ltchey made Lawes upon the conſciences of men 
Tween beſides the Lawes that Feſms Chriſt made; you know 
wens con- they had their Synods,and theirConvocatrons,and their 
Fences oreat Councels,and the like,and there they would have 
Canons , or Lanes every time they met for the 
conſcieaces of poore Saints ; This was no good 
| NEWCS. | | | 
2. Infor-- And then forcing men to aver thoſe /awes that 
ingmen t they had made ; as they had madea law that- people 
_ "© ſhould not goe out of their Pariſhes, they muit every 
one heare his owre Miniſter, though it may be he was 
an /gnorant, drunken,dumb,prophane wretch, and if they 
did not, they were forcea, and compelled to doe it, 
Beloved,this was not according to theGoſpe/ of Jeſus 
Chriſt : for if ithad, ſurely it had been no good 
newWes | i af "27 
24 rg Thirdly, in the ſecond Government that we have 


had hetherto, they impoſed cHMzniſters, and Officers 

on the ypon the people, the people never had yet liberty 

people. \1,nder theſe two Governments, to chooſe men accord. 

| ing $0 Gods own heart, that would feed them with kxon- 

ledge, and underſtanding : but ſuch as the B:ſbops ſent 

they muſt receive, whether they were good or bad, 

they muſt take them as they found them; and thoſe 

uſually were either 7gxnorant unlearned meu ; or pro- 

phane unſanified men, and theſe were ſent by them 

as Lords , and the people were forced to receive 
them. EE. | 

Thea fourthly, ip this goverament, allthe So 

Dae ont Bntnnnnt nnd 0nnn i bich. 
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which they bad (which they took all to themſelves) 4- Their | 

they exerciſed it onely, (almoſt againſt the [S4gnts F.ontts 

and people Od.e ) 'S' biſmaticks,or Lol{ards, gainſt the 

or Heretiques, or Purttaxs, or the like z either for-do- Saivs. 

ing that that was goo, or for things that were tr:fles, 

according to their owne judgment. For doing that 

which was good, for faſtsng and prayizg, fori meeting 

to teach one another, andto Teek the Lord, theſe 

were called Converticles, Or fortrifles that they in 

their conſciences held :ndifferent, as the wearing of 

the Swrp/ice, and the Croſſe in baptiſme , they:them- 

ſelves faid they were indifferent things, and trifles, 

and yet men muſt be filenced, and peaple 4annrſhed 

beyond Sea forthefe things. This government wee 

| have had, and there was little good: newes 'and 

| IP to theſoules ofthe poore: Saitits: from 

all tN1sS. Wir THO ES ONTO US CL Poo , 
Fiftly , they did-reſtr«:ze the Spirit of God in the = = 

Saints both in preacheng, and prayrng. In preachtng, Spicitin 

the Miniſters were tied, they:mult preach fucb, and **iins: 

not ſuch things,andrhey muſt be indangerto be fined, eR 

tf they did not keepto the howre.: And. for. Prayer, 

when it may be the poore Miniſters ſoule was full of 


| p—————_—__— 


groazes,and fighs, and he would have rejoycedto have 
poured out his ſoule'tothe Lord, hewas tied toan: © 


Seryice-Bookg.and' maſt read thattil}: he; 


Spirit of God, and dried uphis ow IFitas 2 'p, 
that he could not pray ifhe would; and he muſt read 
it for an houre together, and then it may be come, in- 


to the Pulpit: but his ſpirit was gone. 


Againe, they backed all their lawes with chan: ns 6. Their 
power, and punniſhmeats ; they never reſted till they _ by 


had twiſted their owne lawes, with the ſecaler lawes freultar 
E e 3 | | the' powere. 
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the Crvll hawes ofthe Land, Every law of theirs yas 
-. Neeled, and backed with ſome C77:/1 ſexere law, tg 
confiſcation of goods; or :mpriſoument, or ſuch a fize, 
ro the cutiap off of exves, the //itting of zoſes, the bur- 
ning of cheekes, to baniſhnent,yeato death it ſelfe, as 
you know how nany-precious Saints of Gad ( even 
by'thoſe: thar (pretended the government of Chrig, 
_andhis difcipline) mere burnedin Smithfesld; ang 
how many ſuffered ſtrange rorments, and paniſbmeats, 
yet their /perſecutors pretended the deſcipline, and - 
goueroreeut of Chrift, I give you but a few: inflances;- 
Theſe were. the governments we: have, had betbentso, 
forthirteen;or fourteen hundred yeares, cither from 
the Pope, or the Biſhops, Prapacee, or Epiſcapacte, And. 
Truly Beloved, thee is-not a title of good waxes, or 
olad tidings to'bhe hearts of holy Saints, and: tender 
-. Conſciences in all this, as your ſelves may jugpe. /'. 
Now what we ſhall bave the Lord knows know 
not, but only thus: much I ſay,that what ever it will 
» be, it ir de according to:theſe;ftraines that baye been 
heretofore;than I confeſſ: there wall be a great deale 
of beayre Mdengs, and bar d newes, Even Ty the Golpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; ifmen call it Goſpel; or any rhing 
belonging? tolir. - Formy part, as I am wholly igne- 
rant 4wHarGopermm:it mien will ſet. vp and\call.it - 
Chrifts; right, orwrong;- So Lam not: iguaraet of 
the feares,and jcalouſies thatare/in the hearts of god- 
ly people of this, and that thing :. bnt be ſure, if ir he 
the government.ot Feſus (, brift, and his daſciplinethese 
will be nothing but good nents, and glad ta4exps.to the 
. bonefieft heart,: and tendereft conſcience z andiif it be 
not ſuch agovernment, it is not of Gag); far I..have 
-_ proved plainly, that there is notbing inithe: foqiper 1 
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of Jelus Chriſt, but good newer, and glad Midings to 
the worffof ſinners. But.ik it/hea government that I 
ſhall be compelled agymlt co7ſzzence, and my: goods 
confiſcated for this, 'or thattrifle, this is not: accard- 
ing to the Goſpel; for there are none pf thele terri- 
ble things in the Goſpel of Chrilk, it is all ſweet, 


: . . . - 7 ip Th 
I will give you but one inſtance, and piſle irayer; wok 
In the government of Chrift according tg.the; Scgip; things in 


tures, the m0 worſt, and barſheft things that-you ſhall ; 


finde there, you thall ſee clearely that they are goad ncwes, 


things,and good newesfora;poore Chriſtian to. have 
them ſet up over his ſoule;, | 


you Z 


As firſt of all, you know that in the Goſpel, the 1.3eprofe 


government or d:ſciplixe, call it which way you will. 
We finde in ſome caſes thatthe Lord Jeſus,will have 
us not only comfort, and exbort,and teach one another: 


but in ſome caſes he will have us reprov2 ane, another, \,__... . * 
and have our Miniſters 'reproveus alſo, but in /oue,and Goſpel re- 

- .  — — 
ztendernes.  This' is one-of the harſheſt things z agd provte- 


this if you loak right.oa it with a. ſp;ritual/ eye, truly 
it is g/ad tzdsngs for.a poore Saint, when be. hath for- 
ot himſelf, by 'the violeace of fome-/uſt; Thentor.+ 
incere hearted Brother, or Siſter in- the {pirit'of 
meeknes , and love to reprove him, and {ct his: 2angs in 
joynt. You have ſome of youfound in experience 
that a ſweet, and wiſe reproofe hathbeanasplea/7ze.to 
you as anySermon of conſolation thareveryou heard, 
And therefore you ſee in Scripture. how, the Lord 
ſets downe reproofe, that you may npt, be. affraid gf 
it Leuth."19g. 17. hetells. you that,zeproofe 15.49, argu- 
ment of love, -Thos ſhalt zot bate thy \brother, :n_thine 
beart, but rather reproue him. Ic is an argument of 
love. A man thatroproves angthar #chyaud erty 


OI 


Benefit of Feproofe. & 


'he loves bim - for otherwiſe his poore ſoule is going 
inthe way towards hell; from God, and fellowſhip 
with God, going onin fin. 'New a manithat reproyrs 
himhe brings him Hacke*sgaine from fn, and that 
ftraxgnes from God that hewas in a courſe torun in- 
to ; therefore 1 ſay , there is no ſuch evil in' re. 
.  Befides, the Scripture ſaith tr is a prec/o thing P/- 

I4i.5. David(airh Let the righteous ſmite me, and it 
ſhall. be as balme, jt ſhall be a kindneſs ; let him reprove 
me, and it ſhall ve an excellent ozle, it ſhall not byeake my 
head, Ir ſhall be 2s excellent oze,or- balm? to heale 
his ſoule. Reproofe is called a profitable thing alſo, 

2 Tim, 3. The Scripture ts profitable for znſtruFton;; and 

reproofe,&c. If -reproofe were an evil thing, one 
could nor ſay thar the Scripture were profitable for 

faced. pili | (3: 

It is a great j#dgment of God, when God caſts a 
man into ſuch a condition that yo body will reprove 
bim, Ir is a thing that I am many times*affraid of, 

truly almoſt to trembling, leaſt a'iman ſhovld fo car- 
' ric himſelfe to the Saints, and ſo eftravge hiaiſelfe 
that they will not -eprove him; O, itis fearefull when 
a man ſtands on his owne bottome;, and on his owne 
leggs, that mien ſhall ſay, there is a Profeſſor, he is-ſo 
proud, and ſo fooliſhthat none will r7-prove. him. Saith 

God to Ezkiel, Thoa ſhalt not be a reprover to this pee- 
ple ; and in Hoſea 3. Let 20 mai ſtrive, or reprove an- 
other. - Why ſo ? ſaith the Lord inthe-end' of the 
" Chapter, Let him be as a back/liaimg beifer, Ephraim" is 
| Joyned to Idols, let bim alone. Its a pitifallthing when 

God ſhall leave a man as abetfer, thatis tuarned'into 
the meddow to grafle, let bir alone. They ufed to pow 
- wit 


—— 


_Fenefif of Fxconnpr args, 


with berfers in thoſe dayes as we doe with horſes and 


Oxen, and the horſes, and Oxen are called from the 


houſe to.the P/ow,and are driven, and beaten: but when 


the Oxe is turned to graſſeto be fatted, let bem alone, 
he lies downe, and riſeth when he will; ſo theſe peo- 
le were ſo wicked, that no man ſhould reproverhis 
[avDreat , but he ſhould beas a /amie ina fat Poſture. 
So that reproefe, that is one of rhe harſheſt things in 
the government of Chriſt in the Goſpel, it is a good, 
. apreciow, and profitablething. It is a great judgment 
to be without it ; therefore though that be uſed, the 
dodrine holds true, that there is nothing but good 
newes, glad tidings in the Goſpebof Jeſts Chriſt, 


._ There is another thing, that is, £xcommunzcation, 2 Excomn 
cutting a man off from the people of God,or delivering hin *K#ann-. 


up. to Satan. A man may ſay that is a terrible thing; 
It is terrible as I ſaid before , when hee is. ſecular 
.puniſhment with. it ,lcofiſcat#pn of goods, and lofſe 
of eſtate, and freedome.: but according to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt you ſhall ſee, that even the delivering men 
up. to Satan, Chriſt Jeſus integds it in love, for the 
good, and ſalvation of their ſonles; It,is harſh, but it 
| Is good newes, 2 (or. 5. ſaith the Apoſtle, 77 the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus Chrift when zee are gathered together, 
and my ſpirit, with.the power of our Lord Jeſus Ebrift, to 
deliver ſuch a one unto Satanyfor the deftrutioz of the fleſh, 
that. the' ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus. 


ſpeaking of the inceſtuous perſon. Ifmen will be ſo. 


wretched as to fin grofly, the Lord Jeſts hath ordered 
that ſuch a man ſhalbe delivered fo Satan;for what? 
that be. may be damned, and'to bring him to hell? 
"No, for the deftru#ion of the fleſh, that the (pirit may be 


feed in Vip do of the ee Tein RATE Beloved 
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Objeet. 
No peace 
to the 
wicked. 


&u[. taree | The are three wW 


W ayes. 


I. It is ra- 


ther Law 
than Goſ- 
pel. 


taine there is no other ms 7e in the. 
there is nopeace to the wicke, 
damned for ever: biitthe 


I have ſeen , tnore than'one that live b/effed God for 
that Ordinatice, chat have been brought to humble 
their foules, and ſ»eeth, and cloſefto walk with God 
agaibe, by the bleſſing of God on that Ordinance, 
Now I have told you the worſt in the Goſpel, either 
reproofe ; and that but upoh great occaſion ; or elſe 
atlitering to Satan, and that muſt be upon extraordl. 
ary occaſion z yet both are ſpeet, and profitable, and 
precious forthe good of the ſoule ; Thetefore the truth 
of the Doarine holds &feare to you , that there js 
nothing in the Goſpel,look which way you will, but 
good repwes , and Tas riding; to the worft of fit- 
ners. - 
There is one objeQtion more, and ſol proceeed to 
the Uſes. Some body may fay our of the Prophet 
Iſaiab, There is ho peace id the wicke# ſ4ith ny God. Iſa, 
57. lt. And Tſe. 48: 13; The wicked are like the 
troubled Sea, when it cannot tft, whoſe watters caſt out 
mize, aud dint. The Proptict ſeemes ro comfort the 
rodly;but wicked men Have no p2dte; then a man may 
ay ; how doth this and with your Dofrine 2 you 
ſay that the Gofpel holds forth peace, and glad t- 
dings, and g00d newes to wicked men, even to the 
worſt of finners. 
 wayes toanſwer it, in few words, 
The firſt is, that however Iſazah was in 4 ſort an 
Evangelicall Prophet, and ſpake many things of Goſ- 
pel by way of Prophefie; he ſaw things for w, and not 
for hrmſelfe,as Peter ſaith; yet theſe kinde of expre$- 
ons are more properly Law,than Goſpel; for it 1s cer- 
Law but that, 
: Tranſgrefle once atidbe 
language of the Geſpe/ is - | 
COntrary, | | 


Sms "No pearetozbe wicked bow. Ie 25 
contrary, itcomes and gives peazzrothe wicked, and | 
jaſftifieth the ungodly, he/preatheth peace to them that ave 
neere, and to them that arg affgr.off; And whp,yere they? 
The Yert:les that were ctnpharically figners : are we 
not Fewes (faith the Apoſtle) ard ot ſinners of the 
Gentrles ? Therefore this was rather Law, than 
Goſpel, — 8 | MOL, 
Secondly, there zs no peace tothe wicked, Or to fin- , godwill 
ners, ſa:th my God. You may underſtand it alfo in this nor make 
fenſe, that the Lord will not make apy peace with ji , Re with 
though 'he ſend meflages ofpezce, and reconciliation hee doth 
to ſinners; though God be reconciledto a finner, hee with fin- 
will never be reconciled ton. Es 
But the third, and'laft, and moſt proper as I take it 3. Ns 
is this, There #5 no peace to the wicked,ſaich my God, that Pace has 
is, there is no peace to men that contzzue in, iz after —_— 
Jeſus Chriſt hath'been offered them, and they have xe- in fn un- 
fuſed him, then there is nopeace to them. Obſerve Y - 
for it is athing of great concernment : jt becomes "= 
not a Mtinifter of the Goſpel by any meanes to pro- 
nounce, wrath, apd curſe, Or qamnationto a ſinner, qua 
a ſinner, as a ſinner, he 1s not a Minifter of che Goſped, 
if he doe, he is a MHeniſter of the ald Teſtament , that 
ſaith, here comes a drunkard, eo nompze, becauſe he is) 


a drunkardGod will plague him;and dampe him;this i 
the language of the o/d Teſtament. Maout 

But you will ſay; will. you ſpeak peace to.arunkards, giz. 
and ſinners ? | "gy | 

Wee ſpeak j«ggment, and curſes, and demngation-to Anſwer | 

-þ LE OF he jy L #33 h o Ji Af ig: f. - » $657 3. How jine A 

them, when once wee have'firft offered Ghrift. ,and _ ydg- 

they refuſe. him. And for this reaſon, and no other progey. 

according tp the Mioiftery of the Joſpel, Iamto pro- <cd againſt 
nounce, damnatzon, and curſe, rawicked men , becauſe, 2% 

; þ Bf 2." oF \ Þ « they p bs _ 


36 | Nopeace to the wicked how. 


they refsſe Jeſus Chriſt : becanſe-they doe not believe 
in Feſw Chriſt, ay be ns. | 
Ouef, Youwill ſay, is itabſolutely evi] fora Miniſter to 
ſpeak againſt druxkards, and Swearers, and whore- 
mongers, and to fay the curſe of God will fall on 
them, &c. 
aſ.Con. Noz Why # becauſe I ſpeak againſt a drunkard, 
tinumnee NOt properly becauſe he is a drunkard, but his rus. 
infins Feneſs is a ſigne that he continues in «zbel:efe, and fo 
xs el hith not received Jeſus Chriſt : Soweareto under- 
i ſtand the Scriptures. There is a aruxktara, a Sot, a 
jearer of godlineſs, I ſay the curſe of God will come 
upon him, and the damzatzon of hell is ready to over- 
take him; why ? not becauſe heis properly ſech a. 
one, but becauſe thoſe are fignes thar he is an «zbelie. 
ver. When God ſhall come to judge the world , 
There are people that he will judge eo zomzze becauſe 
they are drunkards he will throw them to hel, thoſe 
in the Mountaines of wales, &c. Becauſe they have 
bur a lirtle zght, and they did not follow that., they 
ſhall be codemned, and the heathens ſhal be condemned 
for their #2xoraxce, &c. But under the Goſpelall are 
wrapped up in «»belzefe : Sothat this is the pin of 
Heaven, or Hell,the very wards that opens, or ſhuts, 
that t/5 be believers, or unbelievers. But I will not 
ſtand longer on that. | | 


(: Now I proceed to ſhew what profit we niay have 
ſe 1. 


y this Doarine, by way of Application. 
There be divers ſpeciall Leflons that I would have 


Tolearne you learne hehce. |; 

Goſpel . The firſt 1s this, that this truth. thae-I have now 
Bidrecſen taught you, it is the dooye of the Goſpel, the very ex- 
0 finer, tC I E623 ag. eag 
$ BAncſs, ; 


—_ 


rn turner —_——— > 


' Salvation offered to ſinners, as ſinners. 


in the Chriſtian building in the Profefion of Religion, 
in Goſpe/Profeflion. There is a kinde of devorion 
and Profeſſion, bur it is not builtaccording to the 
Goſpel: bur if you would walk according torhe Goſ- 
pel learnethis leſſon firſt, that is, that God gives /zfe, 
and ſeluation through Chriſt to ſrnxers, as ſinners 
though they be hard bearted, backſliding , and the 
chiefe of ſinners, yet 3sTong as they be ſiners, and but 
finners they may alway looke upon Jeſus Chrsft, and 
ſatuation in his hand to be beſtowed on them. This 
is a truth that thou muſt learne, and be taught- it of 
God, or elſe thou canſt not goe .one ſtep into the 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel; for{beloved)tilt you know 
and learne this, you will be l:ke men in the dart, you 
. will be grope»g for Chriſt Jeſus, but you will never 
be graffed into him, you will never he &zit ta Chriſt. 
i S this is the firſt ſtep to Religion to underſtand 
this truth aright, that the Goſpel brings glad t#d:ings 
of ſalvation tqbe given to the w ers : there- 
for though I ſee no good in me atall whereby I might 
receive good xewes from the Zaw, and though I doe 
not ſee that I am a humbled finner as ſuch a Preacher 
teacheth, or a believing ſinner, or a broker hearted (in- 


ner, as another Preacher ſaith, yet I ſay I am a /nnex, 


and a finer quaſi, a ſinner is the proper 05je8 of the Unſeled- 


"Goſpel. You willbe off, and on, and never be knit was 
Chriſt, but will beas a 40x in and out till you come wha 
to that; for if yougoe and lay hold on Chriſt any 
other way, inany other conſideration, that you'are 
 bembled ſinners, or broken hearted finners,or mertifed 
fianers, as ſoone as ever tempration tells you that 
youare not humbled exovgh, you will be gone 2gaine, - 
the boxe will be ext of joynt againe, and fo youwillbe _ 
'L3 | _- 


nerds 


X __ I 
rr en ted : of k- 
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Salvation offeredto ſinners, aj ſinners, 


as a reed toſſed of the winde, you will never be faſtened 
to Chrilt ; whoſoever holds Chciſt upon any guar;. 

| ficatzons_on his fide, muſt let him go&one time, or 
other. As for inſtance, if hethinke the Goſpel be 

dire&ed to broker beartednes, and he can weep at a /er- 
mon ,to tnorrow his heart may.be hard; and then bee 

thinks, he is a.devl/ that was butnow a Saint. There: 

fore many 'Chriſtians afrer many yeares Profeſſion 

of Religion never felt their ſouls knit, till God rizht- 

ly, andtruly taught rhem this leſſon : bur then they 
were knit to Chriſt, and their ſoules were never 73 
and out, they were never /ooſe more.; becauſe they 
were able in all temptacions to retreat to this truth 
as a refuge. Forlet the deviltell a man he is noSaint, 
the ſoule can ſay, I am a ner; if the devill ſay ,.thou 
art an bypocrite, I, but an hypocrite is but a ſfnxer I am 
a ſinner ſtill, though I be not a 6roten hearted ſinner ; 


ſolet the devel, and bell ſay what they will, they ſhall 


never beat him'from that. refuge ; And faith the ſoul 


being a-ſ/zner Tam-the proper 04jed of grace and fe, 


and ſ/alvationinthe Goſgei,and though I have no'com- 
fort as a SaintthatT am in the K:ngdome of Heaven, 
yet at leaft I have comfort that I ama ſixxer, and I may 
be there : though I have no comfort that 1 ama zz, yer 
I havecomfort that I am neare,and the doore-is oper; 
though I be nota S:ant Iam aver, and if I have,no 
reall zztereft in Chrift'as a S4zzt, yet I have intereft.jn 
the promeſes of Chriſt as a ſinner, and though 7 cannot 
ſerve God chearfully as a Sarxt, yet F will ſerve Gad 
as comfortably as I cay, as one that may be a Sarnt, {n 
AMatth. 12.:1tis ſaid of the Merchant man, he found 
the feild wherein was the treaſure, he rejorced., 1.re- 
member. a worthy man of this countricyhe ſaith, hae 
== i = x rejoiced 
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re ny ng not that he had fonnd the pear/e the rreafſure: 
but he rejoyced that he was come neare a good bar- 
22ine,he was come to thefe;/d where it was;ſo though 
I be not aſſured that I am a S2zz7, yer a ſinner ma 


rightly receivethis truth with joy as 2 ſinner, becauſe 


he is zearea 200d barparre. | | 
"This is the reaſon that you have many Profeſſors 
that miſlearne the firſtprenciples of religion of which 


this is the greateſt, they will never doe any thing for 
God but when they are aſſured of their /alvatioz, if 
there be the leaſt doubt that the work of grace is not 
right, they mope, and will doe zothing for God, but 
vex, and fret, and tug, and when their qual: TT 


are gone that they builded on, then they think they 
are Dreeriier, and az ned creatures, and God fhall 


— 


Many doe 
little for 
God,why. 


have no ſervice from them; when other people that ir 


ift that 


come what will, it will never be beaten hi ft 
' I never knew my owne ſoule knit to Chriſt till Gat 


had taught me this, but it was off, and on, as a: bOit 
in and out, a Saint to day,and an Hypoctite to thor- 


roW, 
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| Spirit of adoptionto be labeured for. + 


w/e 2. 
To labour 
for aper- 
fe ſpiris 
of adopti- 

" ON. 


art pot right, Cbrift is not #3 thee , if he wer@lr i 
pdſſibler | 

.come., and there will be ſome flaw inthe/heart., and 
| ſoakings in of guilt, that wth: 


row tocall God Pather today,and Enemy to morrow, 
The Goſpel is dire&ed to a finner, quaſi a ixzer, not 
as. thrs, or that ſinner, butas a ſinnner; there is the 
objeR of ſalvation. This makes a Saint-I ſay go with 
conſtancie, if I cannot goe to Chriſt as a Saint, yer I 
can as a finner;ſo he hath ſomething that k epes him 
that he 1s not as many Profeſſors, that are ready to 
kill, and hang, arid drowne them(elves,becauſethey (ee 
the Goſpel is made to Saints, and they ſce they are not 
Saints,then theyare in a worſe condition thanſinzers, 
Learce this you that are Profeſſors of Religion, that 
are in and out, that have ſpent ten, or twentie, .or 
thirrie yeares, and your ſoulesare not &zzt to C' rift, 
begg of the Lord to teachFyou this Iefſon. — 
'The next Leſſon that I would teach you from the 
Lord is, that this being ſo, that in the adminiſtrator 
of the New Teſtament, or the Miniſtery ofthe. Goſpel, 


there is nothing but g/ad tzd;ngs no 05jeF but what is 


amiable and good; then all you that have recezved Jeſus 
Chriſt, let me exhort you to this , labour to get vp in 


you a perfe# ſpirit of adopteox, my meaning is this, 
you know.there is a ſpirit of adopt:ox, and a ſpiritof 


bondage, the ſpirit of adoption is a frame of heart, a 
temper of ſpirit like that ofa ch:/at to his father. And 

ou know it is ordinary with the Saints, that they 
bave a little adoption,they can cry Abva fatber,alittle, 
and low, and at ſometimes :but there is a great ale 
the ſpirit of #ozdage mingled with ir, there auffl© 
timesfeares, ſecret whiſperings in the heart, 


£ 


ou ſhouldeſt be ſo weak, and ſos ily aver- 


Fat Out a mans Pats, 
> that 


3% 
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that ſometimes he ſhall ca}; Gad father, and another 


while he will laok frenge upon bod and be afraid 
to cometa God; and be {oatbtogo t his 
before him, and. þe olad when he 1s.g0t out of his pre- 
ſence, there is a ſpirit of 4ozdage mingled with the 
ſpirit of adoption», Now in the New Teſtament wee 


4 


ſhould labour fora ful ſpirit of adoptioz, W hat is pull giric 
that © that is, that-there may be Ong in my heart of adopti- 


on What. 


towards God, but pure love, becauſe in his dealing to 
me there is nota fillable but love, and grace, and glad 
tidingsto meand my beart and life ſhould be anſwer- 
able. For the reaſon of all the horrour rhat you finde 


ariſe there, they are from this error in your mindes, 
this opinion that is not quite rooted out, that there 
is in the Goſpel admuniſtration ſome 24, and ad ti- 
dings, there is ſome /ove, and ſome batred; ſome mer- 
cy, and ſome wrath, you think that it may be God is 
your fatber,and it may be he is your exemre, and that 
becauſe you have ſinned he will damne you to hell. 
This is naturall, and ordinary. Now if you werecan- 
vinced that there were zothzag inthe Goſpe/ſince our 
Lord Jeſus is gone to heaven,and is at the right hand 
of his Father, there is zothivg in his diſpexſatios but 
love, and mercy, and #0 wtath ; Ry: Tepnaries and 

iz, &c. are allthrown away, and-if I, be perte&tly 
— and per fe&Ty 7a/zped from RL = ; if I 
have the ſpirit of Chriſt given me, and am one with 
G od for ever, by aneverlaſting C ovezazt, and. ſhall 

have /zfe, and a Crowne of glory forever, and my. (us 

ſhallnotbelaid ro my charge; - O, what a cleare , and 
ſweet ſpirit ſhould Lhavein Gads ſervice {and not;a 

mudaie, and degged, and froward fpirit that, arifeth 
. from guzlt ſoaking _— ſoule.. When I view this 

5 


atb rogoc upon his knees | 


: truth 


, 


Fe 
Sho | ho 
in.your hearts, and all your feares and troubles that whence. 
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truth over, and pull it by peice-meale , and ſee that 


there is no gall, nothing in the Goſpe,f;rſt, or laft, bur 
what is amiable, and beautifull, and bleſſed newes to [in- 
zers; then there ſhould follow this confideration, 
why ſhould there beany thing in my heart,and ſpirit 
towards God, but amravle thoughts, and /ove, &c2 
why ſhould there be any of thoſe coares of 7bel:efe, 
and diftruf , and feare, and borrour > Thoſe mixturey 
of adoption, and bondage ? Why ſhould there be hel- 
liſh feares, or gurlt in me, ſince there ts no wrath, nor 


anger at all in God ? Why ſhould not the carriage 


of my heart be clear towards him, as his 'is in his 
Sonne, by the adminiftration of the Goſpel towards 
me *? 

Labour for a perfe# ſpirit of 4doptzon,that you may 
not have any of thoſe #ub{ings of bondage in your ſpi- 
rits that now over take you, andare tw/fted,and woven 
with that /:ttle adoption that you have. For, who is 
there among us to this houre, but when he comes be- 
fore the Lord,and hath a little ſmzlzg in his ſoule to 
ſee his favour, and a little joy, and delzght to come at 
him; and yet there is ſome feare, and trembling, as 
Peter when he was on the waves,and what if God will 
notreceive me?&c. Therefore ſtudie to keep up the 
ſpirit of adoptzon, It is a hard thing to keep up the 


temper of a c#21/4: in the ſoule, eſpecially, when God 


lets a man fall into temptations, and folly, and weak- 
neſſe,gc, But though it be hard labour to keep up 
that temper,at leaſt thus much, that thou never come 
to ſo low a condition (which was the prayer of one 
that was a good man) wherein thou canſt not with a 
full zz2uth, and with a cleare heart ca'l God father, and 
thee his cbilae, though the pnbappieft, and uwwortbieſt | 


childe || 
v.40 


- 
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Jefulers of the Goſpel jath damned 


chelde, If thou come below this, if thou call on God 
with feare;and canſtnot cry 44a, abba, that is as much 
as aaddte , daddie,as our babes uſe to ſay; if thou doe 
not come ſo high, thou art ſpozled, and #n40ze, deſire 
God to teach you this Leſſon alſo. 
Thirdly, if this be ſo that the Miniſtery of the Go- The dam- 
ſpelis all glad tidings tothe worſt of finners; then I aps Nation of 
| . m thar 
peale to you all, and let every man put his handupon cif. the 
his owne breaſt, and ifthis bea truth (as I hope it Goſpel 
hath been cleared) you ſhall allbe your own judges; 1** 
how juſt will the damzatioz of that ſizzer be that will 
not r7ecerve. the Toſper, If there were in the Goſpel 
ridged tidings, fad newes, (as people are apt to fancie 
to themſelves) then it were no wonder if one perſe- 
cuted it, and another deſpzſed it, and another zeglefied 
it, and another turned it into raztoreſs ; But when ir 
comes in ſuch a ftreame that there is norhing bur love, 
and_{ight, and /alvatiqn, and grace, and all freely Tajd 
down at the feet of 2 finner for his receeving; nay,che — 
ſhall have pazer, and gra7eto receive It, he ſhall have" \ 
ſatuation, and a ve({ſel{to carry.it in z judge how-7uſtly 
' thy damnation will be inthe laſt day, man, or woman, 
whoſoever thou art that ſetreſt thy felfe ag2:7nft the 


Goſpel, and wilt.not receive ſalvation. . 


EEO F ” 


"This is the reaſon why damnation comes. our {9 Dama 

rife in the zew T eft ament,it 1sſcarſ ever mentioned 10 on menti« 

the old Teflament,that I know of damnation is not men- $9 fre- 
' . x. C0 gentlyin 

tioned in the old Teſtament, nor hell, butas.it is taken the new- 
for thegrave, &c. Butwhen grare,aud the Foſpghand Teſtament 

life comes, d4am»ation comes at the heeles of it 5, How "7 

can yee eſcape the damnation of hell 2 Then comes the 

worme that never dieth, aud the fire that never goeth out, 

The reaſon is, becauſe then damnation. isproper z;Then 


Gg2 when 


” _—_ - FIR 


when a man will not receive ſalvation, not becauſe he 


tanxot*, no man is damned becauſe he carzot receive 
Chrift: but becauſe he #21 not receive this ſaluatio, 
and-grace. Thereft: "eTanh Chriſt » Mat. 28. Goe 
preach the Goſpel, he that beliey:th ſhall be ſaved, he that 
 belteveth not thai be damned, That is, ſaith that godly 


[- 'D* Preſtor, go tell every wicked man this good newes, 
that Chriſt Hath brought ſalvation - Bur it may be 


they will not believe what we ſay to them,there is no 
more in the long and ſhort, but in a word tell them 
th-y ſhall be damned. That is the.reafon tn Mat. 22, 
where the Miniftery of the Gofpelis comparedto a 
feaſt of daitties,and oe/{:ghts it, and azother aeſpiſeth 
it, and azother rejefetbit ; and when the Maſter of the 
feaſt came it is ſaid, he found one without a wedding 
garment, ard that the'man was ſpeechleſſe; he was as a 
man ſaith Bezz with a-halter about his neck, ſai h hee 
goe, Binde him hanud,and foot, and caſt hem znto utter 
darkneſſe, there ſhall be weeping, and — and gnaſh- 
ne of teeth. He was ſpeechleſſe, he had zothing to fay, 


and truly, I h4ve had more experience lately, than 


ever I hadin my life, I ſaw a man that was accounted 
all his life a profeſſedethzeft , and I was with him in 
the roome when one in the company opened the Go/- 
pelfrom oneend tgrthe vther(as'Þ have endeavaured 
in my poore abilitie to'doe now) and'all the riches, 
and the ſalvation of it, how free it is, how there is no 
core, nor nothing but what is amzable ; Saith the man 
when he had done, juz yee, will yee not think it juſt 
'tf yee de tamed, if yew ll not recerve, and obey this ? 
\Szith he itis ſol deſerve to be damnedwithout mercy. 
Conſider this, you will fay ſoroo , you will be made 


to confefſe how juft your damnation will be for refu- | 


ting 


po PE; 


— 
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- ſing it. If there were any thing in all this that were 
harſh , and craell, andrough,and ridged it were ſome- 
what : but when God'hath caſt the Goſpel into ſuch 
a mold, and way that every thing ſmiles , and all is roſes; 
and yet a wretch ſhall go and perſecute it, and /zght it, 
and zegle?, and deſpiſe it, I leaveſuch a man, let him 
judge h:mſelfe at the laſt day worthy of damnation : for 
he Tall have judgment without mercy, that rejeFeth this 
mercy, When men have this mercy without mix ture 
of judgment, it is fit that thoſe mea ſhould have pare 
a rar withour mixture of mercy. 


his is the reaſon thatthe Lord /aughs at mens Whoſede- 
aiftru310n, Pro. 1. when tt comes as a whirlwinde,Now trucion 
* God 
wee muſt underſtandthat God doth not /aughat any 1;,g1 a. 


mans deſtruction, as a tranſgreſſor of the Law, forhe 
hath caſt himſelf into a neceſf#ty of ininng,and hath 
damned himſelf, and he cannot helpit. And God will 
not /:agh at the deſtruction of the Gertzles, and hea- 
thezs that have not heard of the Goſpe/: but when 
God comes by his Minifters, and opers, and «bowels 
all the myſteries of the Goſpel to people , and hath 
laid all before them clearly, 'yet:then tor people to 
love darkneſſe rather than light, and to continue drun- 
kards and whoremongers, and ſwearers,and villanes, and 
jearers of Gods people, and /aughat his Ordinances, 
this makes the Lord leugh at thesr deftru8ion.l beſeech 
you therefore,all yot that yet never received the Goſ- 
pe/of Jeſus Chriſt, confider whatT have ſaid. 


p /e 
 Inthe fourth place,if the Goſpe,and the Miniſtery Goſpel 
of it be geod tidings , and glad newes tathe worſt Of fin- MYnifers 


ners; Then Beloved you:ſhould me thinks: #brace braced. 


with all affe&ion the true, and fincere 4ſanrfters of 
this Goſpe/, theſe Mcſſcngers that bring you. theſe 
IN my glad 


hn. 


46 


een. 


Goſpel Miniſters fo be imbraced, 


eladtidingwe. are (as the Apoſile ſaith) the offſcour- 
2ng of the world, 4 ſpectacle to men, and eAngels. Truly, 
there are no Hzzifters in the world that are more 
perſecuted, and hated, and deſpeſed, than the hamble, ſin- 
cere Miniſters of the new Teſtament, of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, nor never were; This 1s a ſore, and a 


ſtrange thing,if we did bring one word that were ſad, 


and grei0us, and harſh to you, it wereno wonder, but 
if all that wee ſpeake be the voyce of rhe dove, doves 
language, all ſweet; come to the Goſpel Miniſtery, if 
there come a poore man full of ſedzeſſe, the Mini- 
ſtery of the Goſpel ſpeaks a word of comfors to. him, 
if he be in darkzeſs, and he knowes not which way to 
goe , waiting on a Goſpel Miniſtery there 1s /zght to 
finde his way. If he be in feare, and know not his eſtate 
what he is, a Goſpel Miniftery wilfgive him affurance 
of Gods love; ſo it brings g/ad t:4:»gs to ſome ſouls 
every houre, Is not this than madnefle in men that 
of all creatures in the world they bate that man, and 
thoſe Meſſengers that bring theſe bleſſed glad trdings. 
There is a Prophefie in / ſatah 5 2..7.. How beautifull 
upon the mountarnes are tbe feet of him that bringeth good 
tidjngs, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good —_ 
of good things, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith to the 
7ighteous, thy God reignetb, How beautifull are their 
feet 2 much more their lips, you doe nor in. this as 
you doe in naturall things, ifa man come, and bring 
lad tidings of taking of ſucha Towne, or of ſuch a 


q viHory, though it 'may be there is lofle;and little good 
in it, weall welcome it, and he is rewarded prefently., 


and hath all wayes ofencouragment, and yet when 


. people ſhall come, and by the Spirit of God make 
known all the love of God in Jeſus Chriſt, and all che 


riches 


£1 
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Goſpel newes to be hearkened to. 
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riches of the Goſpel in Jeſus Chriſt, that your hearts 
ſhould ſo riſe againſt it, that you ſhould receive and 
entertain ſo many prejudices againit it,it is a ſtrange, 
and wonderous thing. Therefore you ſhould doe 
well me thinks, as you read in the booke of God, 
2 Sam. 18. 27, oftwo men that did bring tidings to 
David of the warrs,and the watchman ſaid He thwhks 
the runing of the formoſt is like the raning of Abimaaz, 
the ſon of Zadok, ana the King ſaid, he is a good man, and 
comes with good tidings, He would have the watch- 
man open the$ate quickly; why, becauſe he was a 
. good max, and did bring good tidings. So wee ſhould, 
eſpecially if mep be good, and holy, and humble, and 
feele the power of that they ſpeake, and expreſle it in 
their lives, ſay as Dav#d, that us a good man , and bryng- 
eth good tidings ; hewill teach me 1f I be zgnorazt , hee 
will comfort me if I be ſad, he will 4rre# me if I have 
toft mv way ; hee will build me up if I thrive not in 
grace, The conſideration of this truth me thinks 
ſhould banniſh all thoſe trange thoughts, and pre- 
judices that wee have againſt the Miniſters of the 

Goſpel. 
In the firſt place another leffon is this, if the Goſ- 


ſhould hearken much after it, and z2qurre much into 


the City eſpecially) in reading Dzurzalls, inquiring 
- after #:4 »gs, and how much money is caſt away that 
way. Wee ſhould doe ſo much more about theſe 
glorious tzarngs of the Goſpelof Jeſus Chriſt. Ir is 
not enough to heare a Sermon, or to read a Chapter 
*nce, or twice a day, as itis the manner of ſome , _ 
wi 
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pel be ſuch good newes, ſuch glad tidzngs, then you role 
ken ro,and 
it. Weall (you knowJTte naturally greedie to heare the ” 


zewes, and we know how much time 1s ſpent (here in Goſpel. 
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will not bring us to know the myſterzes of the Goſpel, 
bur we muſt ſearch the Screpture, and compare ſpirituall 
things, with ſpiruuall things. As in earthly tidings, if 
'2 man fell of ſuch a vicoric one way, and another 
after him another way , ar:da third a third way, you 
compare what they ſay, 2nd their letters, and newes, 
fo finde out the truth. So you ſhould be earneſt in 
ſeeking God,ard begs his Spirit,compare Scriptures 
together, ſee what the Scripture ſaith in ſucha place, 
and how inanother place, and this is the way to find 
out the myſtery of the Goſpel. | 
Goſpelti- Theſe tidings are great, therefore inquire into 
—_—— them, and they are tre tidings, they are not fables, 
= andtidings of common concernment toevery Saint; 
therefore let this be the uſe that thou and I ſhould 
make of it,to defire the Lord to lead us into the depth 
of thoſe myſteryes, and to ſet our ſelves to ſtudie it 
more, 2nd more; for the further we goe the more wee 
ſhall finde, as ina myze; Itis not as in your newes, 
many times you have a great deale of good newes, & 
in a day, or two it vaniſheth to nothing :. But: here 
you ſhall finde,firſt the 72:14, and then the pearle.Pro- 
feſſors are grown careleflle, they wErFe wont to read 
Chapters moraize, and evening, that was ordinary, 
but thou muſt doe more Hf thouwilt underſtand. the 
-myſteryes of the Goſpel, compare one Chapter, and 
one Scripturewith another,ſearch the Scriptures,and 
goeto:God to open the meaning of it. 
« «ſe 6, Sixtly, ſpreaathele glad trdengs 25 much as youcan 
To ſpread to others. You 'know-when people. receive good nimes 
= glad they runand tell it to others. The poare-ſhepheards 
ings to _ | bt 
others, LCiuke 2. when they beard the ewes of the £Mefiroh, 
- they left:their ſheep,and ran to the Townes to tellit» , 


s "Goſpel newer 1 ro be freatabroad, 


SG, whea Chriſt was riſen Mary rans to'tel! che newer 
ro the Diſciples. Beloved, when we underſtand'this* 
goo newes we ſhould endeavour to-ſpread it. 'People 
buy D uwwraalls fortheir friends;and folll them ititheir 
Letters, and ſend them about the Kitigdome; let- us 
doe ſo with theſe pirituall ::4ings, that we may ſend 
them forth. O, | would ro God that wee did fee how 
the 'POOre Countries inthe North, and weft of Eng- 
land, in" many-places; ir Townes, zhey: bave-not 
much as a Serules:batke, notſo muchas reading ; "if 
God fettle, and compoſe theſe Times the Lord® give 
you hearts to jJoyne together to finde-out a'courſe; 
rid {end rhe/camifters of the.Goſpetto bring: the #J2d 
redings to poore people, that licinthe' Mountait ES 
of dartzeſſe, and in the ſhadow of death. 12H 

'Andlctus notbeſocanriwmor ſergio) as: OT cG_ 
der people that they ſhould nor preceb thee Goſpel, bets 
Suppoſe people haverno degrees inthe'#witer ff hindred. 
tt. may be have-not the knoviedge of _y Poriguer, 
@hough that were to be wifhed)lerns no quar- 

rels wich themito feptheir moatbes; and we tate the 
preathing of the-Gaſper.> Andllevus novthiak ſobavdh 
n+ akeh dayes, vfthoſernenthar God tath*ratſed *t5o 
preach the: Goſpel. Its; ae you ſhall have"yoiir 
Polpitorigsy caltiagthem: Tits preavhers,ard TibBve, 
2nd'Coblorvil fot 7 rey yoga ofchems 
rb&yarefilicditivliend rewes, xnd they go6 and ethic 
| ho-othere: Wedog ſoulallyinother chingy:s wheti 
ny avg gondinewes;!me runvta:oue Jebands' and 

durs/Arbhonradd;andmdtvividbirt; 227-3 

37 Lo hibib Nd a ge whamain dd; chiges. nd is . - New light 
people 44v3rh chedlariors lighrickthe Gali aA 5, peers 
poore: rethis vtheyconcmcemdetmnchede'wh dayes. 
WITS. they 
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they havh ſeen, and beard;; rhatefave be. nor ſo copts- 
' __ ogy1ygnd furious. The Lord hath ſpoken, whecan but pro- 
races Amos 3-8 When Gad fillspeoples fouls 
with the kagn ledge af Ebrift,vhocankeepit indlt is 
as che-pea mine ſpokemobin Fohit cannat be kept in. 
ſurely che time is comming thas 10vng men ſhall 
1% wit/ions, .sndald men ſbal dxtome.dreames , 4nd: God 
ws BAY QkLf: Speras upon all peſhyaud they tbail;pro- 
P8/s 11 ' is prophe fied in Foe; andthis.is to he made - 
gear in the new-Teſtament, Andtherefare if wee 
cethatrhe Lard-fills yaung men,ar tredeſmes,&c.and 
giyes them.:hearrs ro gne, and tell the good! newes to 
athers; why-thomld yoube fo exxyeere/procubiyty 
and ſnend your ſpirits in tageat it? +1) 
I uſe not to tell taries;but tet me tell you this one 
thingy: vpce L bave been from you of late, have ob- 


”". _ frygdagd ſeen, inthe, fduntaives. of Hates, the 


--mo gloriowrark thateyer bfaw in Englonagunieſſe 
it, were in London ;' the Goſpel is run over the 4ſ0urn- 
et betycen Breckwockſhere , and Afonmouthſhrre, as 
re in the #Fatcb;zand who ſhould doe this 2:They 
bave no Miniſters : but ſome of the wiſeſt ſay, there 
are about. '$00 gezh people , and. they goe-from 
onetoanother. They have:no Miniſters, it is true, if 
they had, rhey ankl] honour them,and 4/sf watery for 
they and ſhallwe raile at ſuch, arid fay;the 
Preachers, and they were-neverart the: co OO 4 Let 
ns fall downe, andhonour God ; what if God witl 
Coda himſelfthar way ? They are filed with good 
newes, andthey tell it:to;others ; and eherefore vex 
oy at/them, 2nd ſay, O, what:rimes ace theſe! and 
- 8, t will 5comeofus ? Why, what is the buſineſfe £ 
- O, ſucha man he was never er Maſter of Arts,hee: was 
AEVEY 
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a c omforts againſt prefond troubles, WE 


preach ; whei 1t may be he bath more of God ih htm 
chan I, arid a' huridred that'have alt this; ' 27 -Wi 
\ Owly take wo Camrgns; © I 293 2 i S 2 3: 12 Caudors. 
"Pix fx {peat fot eo tf rage betas hg ior Tedrhed Learning” 
men; weretobewiſhedrhathere were thoret; o2lly' _ _ 
and earned then alfo ty Pnoland, and pales; © TT Para 
Secondly, take this Cartfon-/that beef! Cog Men nor 
fk marywith the Goſpel, aft thay doe #Rreat Beale ru 
ofgood,te heed leaſt ay of yorr rin before you'be Gas 
_ four, chat” by, that'a matySoe orrathly 7 and believe 


his owxe judgement rather than the j udgement of the 


+ . 


Saints; ac divets inthis'City they think they are fitro +-* 
preach, andothier people bf God tharizr© better ahke 197 
to jtdge oftheir giftsrHink not fo, ant yet they will . © 
run prefently. Fake Beedof pride, and "UE nefs, bu '9T 
if God fillzmanwith therddioas ofthe Ghipe - 21> 
others of the people of God tee it fpark lethub RI 
veſſel fol of iew/nwine, whoam Ithat'F havld 4eRip 
if with bumil:ty hee 'make kriown this tHlings' to 

If .the Goſpel be ſnech a thing Gs I'deFt Yours ve 7... 
ſpend ſortie thoughts in conſidering of this rtath) Ha 6s 
then ehts ſhould comforr ns,and help our patience a Jit- againſt 
tle in-thefe troubleſome times'; thar though aHbe my 
our of order, and we faffer fatH lofts, yer Bleſfeu be © © 
God wee have the voyoe of the Fafrleffdllin the Lapd 
chow maieſt ſzy, though 1 have hard newes ar home ; 
rrading is low, and my flock is fmallyerbleſſedbe God 
I have the Goſpes, that is; F-havelabundance/of $14). 
tidings made known ro mytates; and/to my (ute © 
every day. This is ſoine comforr, you have leffe '6f. 
outward: things, butmoreof 7Trward(T ſuppoſe) then - 
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Yes. 
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pel. 
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It is legall | 
roartg Loy 4s er fre 


or abſtain 


theGoſ- 


© Anerher things this, iftbivbe fo, thenitis acau- 


tion that is neceffary to-be obſerved: by. us: that are 
Miniſters, they muſt take heed of two-things. 

Firſt, take heed of corrupting;;: and; adulterating 
this beſſed Goſpel, and gladtidings with their owne 
wildome, it is glorious enongh of it ſelfe,every addi- 
tion of humane wiſdome makes it worſe ; take heed 


- of ſophiſticating-the word of God, of playing the 


hi ckfters,, as the Apoſtle ſaith2. Cor. 3. wee are not 


thoſe that play the buckfters,huckſters mingle epp/es and 


peares: they mingle-their. commodities, take heed of 
that: f M13 38131 - ; 
\.. Andthien take heed of.,mingling the Zaw, and the 
Joperogether, It is+rve the Law.is-rrceſſary, and is 
added to the Goſpe;but God intends not in the ew 
teſtament thar 1t ſhould be mexed and mingled with 
the Go xl. Astoinſtance ina few;. many; miniſters 
undoe the ſoules.of peopte,. 1 know: this by expe- 
rience that a Goſped-beart, that is but weake in Goſpel 
light, and grace, hzd rather lie aeare in cloſe priſor 
than to be a yeareunder a m#iniſterte, jumbling o/d and 
new topegher the Gaw and the Goſpehfor irrouts, and 


3. onfpunus 2poore ſoule, As to preach terrour and 
damnationtoa ſinner qua a finner;properly as a finney, 


though we be called miniſters of the Goſpe//, yet this 
is apart of che miniſterie of the Law: tor the Law 
brings Da 54 hong Hao and leſſengs for him that 
doth wet!; now when-we quatinus as a ſinner damme 


» p : . an” 2's . — 
bim and cur ſehim,we hard:a him, and make bim run 
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econd 


from evill yen men from ey/l with judgments, cither ſpiritualior 
temporall : this was the way of the miniftery of the o/4 


for fear © 
jJadgmentr, 


teflamept, 
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not-t0 be-mingled. 


a0} BATES 4 erm, oats lv Gee Oe 


:etamene,) When people ſhallrake all the-judgments 


of the old teftament, and perſwadea. man to do this ot 
to take heed of that,or elſe thou ſhalt have 7udgment 
fall upon; thee, and thou wilt bring 7#dgment, upon 
the Land. Beloved,this was theway of God certainly 
and the way of the miniſtery of the o/dteftament x but 
Inever knew a faint avoid evel, or doe good for feare of 
ſuch judgments. Therfore looke to thy owne experi- 
ence ; men may play at dice with the word .of God 
that way 3 if a mans wayes likethem not, they may 
ſay they will bring judgment upon the Lazd,as Indepen- 
aazts, or as ſuch, and ſuch men z but theſe are but 4ag- 
beares, why ? becauſe in the Gospel, the ſaints are ds/z- 


vered from the hands of theer enemies that they may ſerve . 


cloud, God may chaſten, and corre# them, out of love 
but there is nodanger otherwiſe. And then againe 
they are-delzvered from mes, theyare z0t the. ſervants 
of men. Thee! 


God with out feare : they know that in —_ is no- 


cauſe of allthe d:7v!ſrons, and flarrs, and contentigns a- 
mong us is becauſethere'sſo much of che old teſtimext 
in our -m:#:ftery eſpecially , and our profeſſroxmutt be 
accordingly; for our ſtrength will be according.to our. 
meat, And truly a man may be a Godly man, and: yet; 
may be amz#nifter of the old teflament ;andif you take, 
a man, let him be a Godly man;if his-grace-be bred in 
him by the miniſtery of the 9/4 teſtament, and nouriſh- 
ed in him by that : and take azother ſaint that hath 
grace planted,and red by the mzxiftery:of the Goſpe/, 
and nouriſhed by that, the-former man though he be 
godly,muſt of neceſityperſecutethe latter.I pitty them 
when miniſters rale againſt ts man, and againſt#6zf , 


I doethink for my part conſtantly,that the mayne cn of 
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and they know notwhy, yet they may be.Godly men. 
Jſhmac! might be a Godly man for ought I know, he 
was a'type, not of wicked men, but of men under the 
old Covenant, Ifever you will have peace and cornfort, iy 
the Zan, beg of Godro remave an vid teflament kpirit 
foom 'our preachers, frony ourprapers, and aur. pronci- 
pal, and to ſet up the zen teftameat, Jefus Chriſt in 
the Goſpel, and then certainly the promiſe ſhall be 
fulfilled, we ſhall be all of oe heurtragnd ave wihand one 
”izzd, but it will never be otherwiſeas long as. ſome 
reach to the miniftery ofthe zew teſtamrntand others 
goe in the ofa, as ſhmze!, and 1ſask conld not be re- 

conciled, no more will theſe. 
Vſeg. I witt conclude all only with thts laſt word, ſeeing 
Toreccive it is+ Cleare our of the word (and iſo truly I hope 
mT you apprehend it through Gods grace that the whole 
4 Gofpel is Good, it is #otha7g but ſweet and glad tidings 
tothe worſt of renxers, muehrmore to ſa:ats; then I ex- 
hort you inthe name of Feſus (ri/t that you receive 
this Goſpel. O there is no reaſon why thou ſhould- 
_eſtbefo (pre of Chriſtwhen we ſpeake. fazre, and offer 
fatreto your ſoules, and beſezch you carneſtly,andgive 
you zesſorxs why you ſhould receive: Chrift', vow har- 
ken but a little, and you goe away ſo ſky, there are 
ſome ſnners ſtill: beloved there is no vesſor for it, 
God deals plazzly ; there is no tittle inthe Goſpel bur 
it is really goodandg/zdtidrngs tothe work of ſinners, 
7, therefore receive it. What is that? Indeavour ra ze- 
Tobe- {eine it, for the Lord Jeſus that is the faith/ull witneſſe 
leveſ. hath fayd it - and children heretofore uſed ti ſay, it 
is as true as Goſpel; and though it be Goſpel,and truth 

yet you will nor beleive it. 

at. Then indeavourto mbrace it with joy,andaffedi- 
' ewithjoy Off 4s In 4. Thefl. 1. ſee how they received the _— 


- Reg a ett -— IF _— 
g _ | - . _ . * me hs - - nk = _ c I 


—_ 


7 - _ 


. G GA SEN], 
Ly EE. o 
. ; Es 5. 
- " _ EE £46 . 4- 
TI >? 


DA 


Cauſe of diviſions, IS 
ſpel in joy with mucb affli#ion. What if it bring a lit- 
tle affli#:0z with it, that thou be jeared; recelve it 
with oy, it is joyfu1, and glad tidirgs. 
And then reſigze thy ſelf, g:zvethy ſelf wholyup to 3». 


wath according to this bleſſed Goſpel, and not to turne "y 
it into waztonres, or 4b1ſe it, but thar thou mateſt give 


thy ſelf bodzeand ſoule as a living facrefice toJeſus Chriſt, 
that fince he ded for thee, and hath given thee abownd- 
a#t righteouſpes,and everlaſting ſatvation,and all bleſſed, 
and glad tidings in it, that thou maieſt gave thy /elf, 
and all that thou haft, and art freely to live to that Je- 
fus Chriſt, and to obey his blefled commands. Theſe 
are the uſes that you and I ſhould indeavour to make, 
that this truth may remaine, and abide with us, that 
there is zoth:ing in the whole miniſtery of the 
ew teſtament but good tydings, and glad newes to the 
work of inxers. 
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